
 

 

 

 

 

Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
300 - 1331 Clyde Avenue 
Ottawa ON  K2C 3G4 

March 3, 2025 

Project/File: 160402067 

Erin O'Connell, Planner III 

City of Ottawa 

Planning, Development and Building Services Department  

110 Laurier Avenue West 

Ottawa, Ontario   K1P 1J1 

Dear Ms. O'Connell, 

Reference: 930 & 1010 Somerset Street West    
Urban Design Review Panel Report 

Stantec has prepared the following response to recommendations received from the Urban Design Review 

Panel (UDRP) following an informal presentation by the Hobin Architecture on 3 February 2023. The 

Concept Plan has considered all feedback with the aim of creating a compact new community with the 

ability to integrate into the existing community.  

Panel comments have been listed in the left column of the table below, whereas the project team’s 

response is provided in the right column. 

Panel Recommendation Response  

Key Recommendations 

The Panel encourages a precinct/district approach as 

the plans evolve. Considerations need to be given to 

unifying elements such as materials, public realm, and 

landscape design to create a clear sense of identity to 

the precinct/district.  

The Concept Plan has been refined to provide greater 

opportunities for public realm connectivity surrounding 

and through the site. The Landscape Strategy Further 

details and discussion are provided in the updated 

UDRP presentation materials.   

The Panel recommends further exploration of 

alternatives to reduce or remove the parallel access 

drive along Somerset Street, which may include the re-

orientation of the arts and cultural facility. 

The Concept Plan has been revised to establish a low to 

mid-rise massing which frames Somerset Street West. 

The new site access has been shifted west to 

accommodate fronting the RCFS facility on Somerset 

Street West, and vehicle parking, drop off/pickup areas, 

and delivery areas have been shifted to the interior of the 

site.   
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Consideration should be given the design opportunities 

associated with the roof of the arts and cultural facility. 

The Concept Plan shows the arrangement of uses and 

conceptual built form massing across the site. Detailed 

design of the RCFS facility will be further investigated at 

a later phase of development.  

Site Design and Public Realm  

The Panel recommends the applicant develop a clear 

and coordinated vision and set of district characteristics 

that are prescribed in all phases of development. The 

applicant team should study other precedent districts to 

provide direction for unifying design elements to ensure 

the project has a campus feel. Examples provided 

included North Toronto Collegiate and Sugar Wharf / 

Pinnacle One Yonge, also in Toronto. 

Further detail has been provided on the revised Concept 

Plan and UDRP submission materials.   

There was appreciation of the “kit of parts” approach to 

design. It was noted that the overarching design started 

to speak as a campus approach. 

Acknowledged.  

The Concept Plan has been reconfigured to respond to 

UDRP and community feedback while endeavouring to 

accommodate the necessary uses contemplated by the 

community hub.  

Placemaking is pivotal to the success of the project. This 

requires making the Public Plaza the heart of the district. 

This public space should be animated and tell a story. 

Lands identified previously as a public plaza are 

currently not owned by the City of Ottawa and are 

occupied by two mixed use buildings. It is our 

understanding that the City will continue to explore the 

merits of acquiring these properties. The revised 

Concept Plan provides multiple opportunities for public 

gathering spaces.  

The current parking garage access location abutting the 

Plaza is a concern as it requires the long parallel access 

drive in its current location. and it should be re-located. 

The parallel access driveway has been removed and 

replaced by moving the uses to directly abut the street. 

Parking access is now located interior to the site. 

The service lane located parallel to Somerset Street 

West is a significant concern. Reduction or removal of 

this element should be explored as it has a direct impact 

on the abutting public realm relationship and diminishes 

the importance of this main street frontage. 

The parallel access driveway has been removed and 

buildings pulled to abut the Somerset Street West 

frontage. 

The Panel noted the need for additional porosity given 

the size of the block. Suggestions included: 

• Clear language of connections and sightlines. 

• A stronger connection from Somerset Street to 

Gladstone Avenue by way of re-orienting the 

arts and cultural facility and providing an 

additional public street connection through the 

subject block. This would result in a primarily 

The Concept Plan moves the future residential 

development and RCFS to abut Somerset Street West. 

The Concept incorporates the existing multi-use pathway 

and City Centre underpass and provides active 

transportation linkages through the site.  

Somerset Street is connected to Oak Street to the south 

via a network of multi-use pathway linkages.  
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institutional focused block on the east half of 

the site, and residential/parkland uses on the 

west half of the site. 

• This connection could allow for access to both 

blocks and eliminate the need for a service lane 

abutting Somerset Street. 

Further, active transportation links within the site 

integrate with the existing Trillium Pathway on the 

western portion of the site.  

 

Privacy associated with grade related suites adjacent to 

the LRT corridor needs to be carefully considered. 

Acknowledged.  

Comment and feedback to be considered at Site Plan 

Control stage.   

Sustainability  

Strong consideration should be given to the 5th façade, 

through the provision of green accessible roofscapes. 

Acknowledged.  

Comment and feedback to be considered at site plan 

control stage. Investigation is currently underway on the 

viability of establishing a district energy facility on the 

site.    

Solar power may be considered as part of roof design. 

Consideration should be given to district heating 

opportunities. 

We look forward to introducing the updated Concept Plan to the Panel at an upcoming hearing.  

Respectfully, 

Stantec Consulting Ltd. 

 

 

  
Eric Bays MCIP, RPP 

Senior Urban Planner 
Phone: (613) 724-4080 
eric.bays@stantec.com 

Aditi Mane MCIP, RPP  
Planner 
Phone: (613) 784-2247 
aditi.mane@stantec.com 
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Presentation to Urban Design Review Panel (3 February 2023) 
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Urban Design Review Panel Recommendations  


