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Holly Bickerton (B.A.Sc., MES) is an independent consultant with over 18 years of experience in  eastern and central Ontario. 
She has expertise in fieldwork, ecological research, habitat restoration, and policy. She is certified in Ontario Wetland 
Evaluation and Ecological Land Classification, and has completed many SAR surveys for the public , non-government and 
private sectors. She has recently completed two terms as a member of COSSARO. 
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The Wild Bird Care Centre has purchased a recently severed ~17.3 ha property in Ashton (8520 McArton Road, Ottawa) for a 
new facility, considered by the City of Ottawa as an animal hospital. The WBCC annually rehabilitates upward of 3000 wild 
birds, and since 2010 has admitted and treated 21 different avian species at risk. There was a Scoped EIS completed for the 
severance in 2018 (by Holly Bickerton), and a severance was granted on condition that surveys for SAR grassland birds be 
completed prior to any construction, and that future building envelopes respect setbacks to protect potential grassland habitat 
as well as a nearby PSW . No SAR have been identified in the 1km NHIC grid square (Make a Map). The property has been 
visited four times by Holly Bickerton and no Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark or other SAR have been observed on the property 
during breeding season, but the site does contain some potentially suitable habitat (a hayfield) and standard protocols have not 
been completed to date. The EIS (Bickerton 2018, for 8574 McArton Road) will be submitted with this IGF.A single Monarch 
(SC) was observed in fall 2015. No Barn Swallows, Chimney Swifts or have been observed on the property and no structures 
exist. The habitat is unsuitable for Whippoorwill and Common Nighthawk. No Butternut were observed.  

The WBCC plans to build a new, dedicated rehabilitation facility for injured wild birds. The facility is planned for 588 m2 facility, 
288 m2 attached aviaries, a few small outbuildings, and a small pond within the identified building envelope (see draft Site Plan 
attached). This will involve: 

Vegetation clearing (previously a leased hayfield till 2018) 
Soil excavation 

 
The purpose of this IGF is to confirm the requirement for grassland bird surveys and any other SAR concerns prior to 
development. 

The property under study is found at 8520 McArton Road, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada,   K0A 1B0 (45.205500°N, -76.052634°
W). :        Legal description is as follow:   PT LT 4 CON 12 GEOGRAPHIC TOWNSHIP OF GOULBOURN  
BEING PART 1 ON, PLAN 4R-31570. It is Part 1 of PIN04444-0010 LT. 
 

X
Not for profit Conservation Sector 
  



According to Schedule B of the City of Ottawa Official Plan, the area is zone General Rural. The currently land use is 
agricultural. The field has until recently been leased as a hayfield. 

A scoped Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was completed in 2018 (Bickerton 2018) for the City of Ottawa prior to a 
severance of 8574 McArton Road (Bickerton 2018).  
 
The City of Ottawa has requested a new EIS be completed prior to building approval (contact is Sami Rehman, City of Ottawa, 
Environmental Planner).



X

Pt Lot 4 Con 12

X

X

The proposed development will occur at the front of the new lot, which is entirely Cultural Meadow (CUM1).  
Cultural Meadow (CUM): The cultural meadow is dominated by forbs such as Red Clover (Trifolium pretense*), 
Black Medick (Medicago lupulina*), Bird's-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus*), Daisy Fleabane (Erigeron annuus), and 
Queen Anne's Lace (Daucus carota) as well as forage grasses such as Smooth Brome (Bromus inermis) and 
Timothy (Phleum pratense*). 
At the eastern edge there is a Willow Thicket Swamp (SWT) which is contiguous with the PSW Manion's Corners/
Long Swamp. No significant features were observed in this area.  
The southern margin of the lot consists of Eastern White Cedar Forest, and at the western margin there is a 
Deciduous Swamp dominated by American Elm. See Map in Figure 2, p. 12 of attached EIS. 

West Carleton- March Ward 5PINI 04444-0010 LT (Part 1)
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The following documents will accompany this pdf to SAROntario@ontario.ca. 
 
- Scoped EIS Form: 8574 McArton Road, Holly J. Bickerton, Consulting Ecologist. (Contains ELC mapping, nearby natural features, PSW 
boundaries, current land use information, location of SAR habitat) 
 
- Draft Site Plan, Ottawa Valley Wild Bird Care Centre, May 2019 (in development). 
 
-Map of observation of approximate location of Eastern Meadowlark, Sept 23 2015 (presumed migrating). 
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