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Amberwood Village Recreation Association November 18th, 2020 

54 Springbrook Drive 

Stittsville (Ottawa), ON, K2S 1B9 

 

C/O: Jack Stirling, the Stirling Group 

 

RE: 54 Springbrook Drive 

Combined Environmental Impact Statement & Tree Conservation Report – Addendum #1 

      

1.0 BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 

McKinley Environmental Solutions (MES) was previously retained by the Amberwood Village 

Recreation Association (AVRA) to prepare the Combined Environmental Impact Statement and Tree 

Conservation Report – 54 Springbrook Drive, Ottawa, Ontario (dated June 2020) (MES 2020). The Site 

includes an approximately 0.28 ha development area, which is located within the southeastern 

portion of the Amberwood Golf and Country Club (Refer to Figure 1). The Site is proposed to be 

developed to accommodate five (5) residential lots, each of which will include a future single detached 

residential home. The Site consists of a small Cultural Woodlot which is located between the golf 

course playing area and Trailway Circle. Several residential homes also border the Site. The Site is 

surrounded by the golf course playing area and existing development on all sides, and does not 

directly interface with any adjacent significant natural heritage features. The Stittsville Wetland 

Complex is located approximately 182 m west of the Site, and several Golf Course Ponds are located 

northwest of the Site within the Amberwood Golf and Country Club. 

 

MES (2020) was prepared to support the Zoning Bylaw Amendment and Part Lot Control applications 

for the proposed development (City of Ottawa File #: D02-02-20-0083). First submission review 

comments were received from the City of Ottawa and the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority 

(MVCA) on November 5th, 2020. The purpose of this letter is to provide additional information in order 

to respond to the first submission review comments. This letter serves as Addendum #1 to the 

Combined Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Tree Conservation Report (TCR) (MES 2020). This 

letter report is intended to provide supplemental information that expands upon the Combined EIS 

and TCR (MES 2020). This letter report is intended to be read in conjunction with MES (2020). For 
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brevity, all methods, results, description of natural heritage features, mitigation requirements, and 

recommendations which were adequately addressed in MES (2020) are not discussed in this letter. 

Refer to MES 2020 for any additional information not discussed in this Addendum #1.  
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2.0 TREE RETENTION AND GRADING REQUIREMENTS 

Several comments from the City of Ottawa requested further information regarding the potential 

retention of trees within the Site. As described in Section 4.1 of the Combined Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) and Tree Conservation Report (TCR), all trees within the proposed development area 

will be removed in order to accommodate the construction of the five (5) new single detached homes. 

The density of the proposed development, as well as the anticipated extent of excavation and grading 

works, is such that it is not feasible to retain trees within the development area (MES 2020). However, 

opportunities to retain trees around the Site edges and within adjacent properties have been 

identified. The potential to retain trees along the Site edges and within adjacent properties is 

summarized below: 

 

 Southwest Boundary: An existing residential home (1 Pine Bluff Trail) is located along the 

southwest edge of the Site. As shown in the Servicing and Grading Plan (included below), a side-

yard setback that varies between 1.2 m and 2.4 m wide will be maintained adjacent to 1 Pine Bluff 

Trail. The Site grading will match existing grades adjacent to 1 Pine Bluff Trail. This is anticipated 

to be sufficient to retain the trees found on the adjacent property (1 Pine Bluff Trail). Within the 

Site, trees will be retained within the side-yard setback, wherever feasible and compatible with the 

development and grading requirements. 

 Western Boundary: The Amberwood Golf and Country Club is located adjacent to the western 

Site boundary. The adjacent area of the Amberwood Golf and Country Club consists of an open 

lawn (e.g. golf course playing area), with no mature trees located in close proximity to the Site. In 

order to address the presence of the floodplain at the back of the future lots, a Cut and Fill 

operation will be required along the western boundary of the Site. The Cut and Fill operation is 

anticipated to result in significant grade changes. Due to the anticipated grade changes, it is 

unlikely that the majority of trees can be retained along the western boundary of the Site. 

However, Distinctive Trees #1 and #2 occur at the edge of the anticipated grading works (82 cm 

and 88 cm Weeping Willows, respectively). If feasible and compatible with the Cut and Fill/grading 

requirements, Distinctive Tree #1 and #2 will be retained at the edge of the Site.  

 Northeast Boundary: A sewer easement is located adjacent to the northeast boundary of the Site. 

As shown in the Servicing and Grading Plan (included below), a side-yard setback that varies 

between 1.2 m and 2.4 m wide will be maintained adjacent to the sewer easement. The Site 

grading will slope downwards along the northeast boundary of the Site to match existing grades 

within the sewer easement (just beyond the Site boundary). This is anticipated to be sufficient to 

retain the majority of trees found northeast of the Site within the sewer easement. Within the Site, 

trees will be retained within the side-yard setback, wherever feasible and compatible with the 

development and grading requirements. 
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 East Boundary: Trailway Circle forms the eastern boundary of the Site. An aerial photograph is 

included below, which shows the limits of the Right of Way (ROW) of Trailway Circle (Photograph 

1). A ground level photograph of the ROW of Trailway Circle is also included below (Photograph 

2). Photograph 1 and 2 demonstrate that the trees growing along the eastern boundary of the Site 

occur entirely within the Site. Although portions of the canopy of some trees overhang the ROW 

of Trailway Circle, there are no tree stems found growing within the ROW adjacent to the Site 

boundary. As such, there are no trees found growing within City of Ottawa property (e.g. the ROW 

of Trailway Circle) adjacent to the eastern Site boundary. The front yards of the future residential 

homes will face Trailway Circle. Tree retention is not feasible within the front yards of the future 

residential homes, as the retention of existing trees would block construction access and would 

interfere with grading and excavation requirements. As such, tree retention along the eastern 

boundary of the Site is not anticipated to be feasible. 
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Photograph 1: Air photo showing the Right of Way (ROW) of Trailway Circle adjacent to the eastern 

boundary of the Site. Note that although portions of the canopy of some trees overhang the ROW, 

there are no tree stems found growing within the ROW adjacent to the eastern boundary of the Site 

(Air Photo taken from City of Ottawa (2020)). 

 

Development 

Area 
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Photograph 2: Looking north at the Right of Way (ROW) of Trailway Circle. Note that although portions 

of the canopy of some trees overhang the ROW, there are no tree stems found growing within the 

ROW adjacent to the eastern boundary of the Site (June 19th, 2020). 
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3.0 DISTINCTIVE TREES 

As described in Section 3.3.1 of the Combined Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Tree 

Conservation Report (TCR), four (4) trees were found within the Site that are each ≥50 cm diameter at 

breast height (dbh) in size (MES 2020). The City of Ottawa definition of Distinctive Trees includes any 

trees that are ≥50 cm dbh in size. Section 3.3.1 and Section 4.1 of the Combined EIS and TCR argued 

that the four (4) trees which exceed 50 cm dbh in size should not be considered Distinctive Trees, due 

to the fact that each tree is either a planted landscaping feature, a non-native species, and/or a fast 

growing species that reaches 50 cm dbh in size at a comparatively young age. It should be noted that 

the rationale provided in Section 3.3.1 and Section 4.1 of the Combined EIS and TCR is not consistent 

with the City of Ottawa’s definition of Distinctive Trees, which identifies Distinctive Trees based solely 

on their size.  As such, the fact that the four (4) trees which exceed 50 cm dbh in size are each either 

planted landscaping features, non-native species, and/or fast growing species, does not impact their 

ability to qualify as Distinctive Trees under the City of Ottawa’s definition. Therefore, the four (4) trees 

which exceed 50 cm dbh in size should be understood to qualify as Distinctive Trees. The locations of 

the four (4) Distinctive Trees are shown below in Figure 2. The potential retention of trees within the 

Site is discussed above in the previous section. 
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4.0 GOLF COURSE PONDS 

As shown in Figure 3 (below), several ponds are found northwest of the Site within the Amberwood 

Golf and Country Club. In Section 3.4 of the Combined Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Tree 

Conservation Report (TCR), as well as elsewhere throughout the report, the ponds were referred to as 

‘Stormwater Management Ponds’. It should be noted that it is not known whether the ponds were 

designed to provide stormwater management functions and/or whether the ponds are subject to an 

existing Environmental Compliance Approval (ECA). Due to the fact that it is unknown whether or not 

the ponds provide Stormwater Management functions, the ponds have been relabeled in Figure 3 as 

‘Golf Course Ponds’ (see below). Throughout the Combined EIS and TCR, all instances where the ponds 

within the adjacent Amberwood Golf and Country Club were referred to as ‘Stormwater Management 

Ponds’ should be understood to be corrected to read as ‘Golf Course Ponds’. The description of the 

Golf Course Ponds included in Section 3.4 of the Combined EIS and TCR is otherwise unchanged.  

 

Regardless of whether or not the Golf Course Ponds were engineered to provide Stormwater 

Management functions, the features are clearly artificial in origin, and were likely built for 

aesthetic/landscaping purposes as part of the golf course. As described in Section 3.4 of the Combined 

EIS and TCR, the Golf Course Ponds occur approximately 94 m from the nearest part of the Site. As 

such, the Site is sufficiently separated from the Golf Course Ponds so that no significant impacts to 

those features are likely to occur as a result of the proposed development. Due to the distance 

between the Golf Course Ponds and the Site, the Golf Course Ponds were not investigated in detail as 

part of the Combined EIS and TCR (MES 2020). 
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5.0 SPECIES AT RISK 

The potential Species at Risk (SAR) list for the Geographic Township of March was included in Appendix 

B of the Combined Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Tree Conservation Report (TCR). 

However, the Site occurs within the Geographic Township of Goulbourn. The potential SAR list for the 

Geographic Township of Goulbourn is attached to this letter. The majority of SAR identified in the two 

(2) lists overlap, and therefore the discussion of SAR included in Section 3.7 of the Combined EIS and 

TCR addresses the majority of species included on both lists (MES 2020). In addition to those SAR 

which were previously addressed in Section 3.7 of the Combined EIS and TCR, the following additional 

species are listed for the Geographic Township of Goulbourn: 

 

 Bogbean Buckmoth (endangered): The Bogbean Buckmoth is restricted to open fens with low 

shrub cover and large amounts of Bogbean plants (SARO 2020). As described in Section 3.4 of the 

Combined EIS and TCR, there are no fens found in close proximity to the Site. As such, Bogbean 

Buckmoth is unlikely to be a significant concern for the proposed development. 

 Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid (endangered): The Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid is found in 

tamarack swamps in the Ottawa area (SARO 2020). As described in Section 3.4 of the Combined 

EIS and TCR, there are no tamarack swamps found in close proximity to the Site. As such, Eastern 

Prairie Fringed Orchid is unlikely to be a significant concern for the proposed development. 

 Gypsy Cuckoo Bumblebee (endangered): The Gypsy Cuckoo Bumblebee is known from the 

Ottawa area from historic occurrences only. Most recent sightings of the species within Ontario 

are from the Pinery Provincial Park near Sarnia (SARO 2020). As such, Gypsy Cuckoo Bumblebee 

is unlikely to be a significant concern for the proposed development. 

 Red Headed Woodpecker (special concern): Red Headed Woodpeckers live in open woodlands 

and along woodland edges (SARO 2020). Within the Ottawa area, most sightings of the species 

occur in the Constance Bay area. The Cultural Woodlot that is found within the Site is too small to 

be likely to provide significant habitat functions for Red Headed Woodpecker. As such, Red 

Headed Woodpeckers are unlikely to be a significant concern for the proposed development. 

 Yellow Rail (special concern): Yellow Rails are secretive birds that live in marshes and shallow 

wetlands (SARO 2020). In the Ottawa area, Yellow Rails are rarely found, although sporadic 

sightings from the Malborough Forest/Richmond Fen have been reported. As described in Section 

3.4 of the Combined EIS and TCR, there are no wetland habitats within the Site. The Site is 

sufficiently separated from the Stittsville Wetland Complex and the Golf Course Ponds so that no 

significant impacts to those features are likely to result from the development (refer to Section 3.4 

of the Combined EIS and TCR for additional detail). As such, Yellow Rails are unlikely to be a 

significant concern for the proposed development.  
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As described above, none of the five (5) additional SAR identified on the potential SAR list for the 

Geographic Township of Goulbourn are likely to be a significant concern for the proposed 

development.  

 

Section 3.7.1 of the Combined EIS and TCR noted that the development of the Site will result in the 

removal of a comparatively small area of non-functional potential Category 3 Blanding’s Turtle habitat. 

Section 4.4.1 of the Combined EIS and TCR concluded that the development proposal involves 

comparatively minor Blanding’s Turtle Category 3 habitat impacts, which are very similar to other 

projects that have recently been reviewed by the Ministry of Environment, Conservation, and Parks 

(MECP) and which have been determined to not require an Overall Benefit Permit under the Ontario 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) (e.g. 788 March Road and 762 March Road). In their first submission 

review comments, the City of Ottawa noted that municipal policy requires the extent of Blanding’s 

Turtle habitat and the associated regulatory requirements to be reviewed/confirmed by the MECP. 

The Ontario ESA Information Gathering Form will be prepared and submitted to the MECP in order to 

facilitate their review of the proposed development. Once received, the results of the MECP review 

will be forwarded to the City of Ottawa.  
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6.0 CLOSURE 

The purpose of this letter is to provide additional information in order to respond to the first 

submission review comments received from the City of Ottawa. This letter serves as Addendum #1 to 

the Combined Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Tree Conservation Report (TCR) (MES 2020). 

This letter report is intended to provide supplemental information that expands upon the Combined 

EIS and TCR (MES 2020). This letter report is intended to be read in conjunction with MES (2020). For 

brevity, all methods, results, description of natural heritage features, mitigation requirements, and 

recommendations which were adequately addressed in MES (2020) are not discussed in this letter. 

Refer to MES 2020 for any additional information not discussed in this Addendum #1.  

 

Pending that the regulatory, mitigation, and avoidance measures outlined in this letter are 

implemented appropriately, in addition to those outlined in MES (2020), the development of the Site 

is not anticipated to have a significant negative effect on the natural features and functions. 

 

We trust that the above information is sufficient; should you have any questions or require further 

information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned, at your convenience. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Andrew McKinley, EP, RP Bio.      

Senior Biologist, McKinley Environmental Solutions         
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Potential Species at Risk List for the Geographic Township of 
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FITZROY GLOUCESTER GOULBOURN

American Eel American Eel Bald Eagle

American Ginseng American Ginseng Bank Swallow

Bald Eagle Bald Eagle Barn Swallow

Bank Swallow Bank Swallow Blanding's Turtle

Barn Swallow Barn Swallow Bobolink

Blanding's Turtle Black Tern Bogbean Buckmoth

Bobolink Blanding's Turtle Butternut

Butternut Bobolink Chimney Swift

Canada Warbler Butternut Common Nighthawk

Chimney Swift Canada Warbler Eastern Meadowlark

Common Nighthawk Channel Darter Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid

Eastern Meadowlark Chimney Swift Eastern Small-footed Myotis 

Eastern Musk Turtle Common Nighthawk Eastern Whip-poor-will

Eastern Ribbonsnake Eastern Meadowlark Eastern Wood-pewee

Eastern Silvery Minnow Eastern Musk Turtle Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble Bee

Eastern Small-footed Myotis Eastern Ribbon Snake Horned Grebe

Eastern Whip-poor-will Eastern Small-footed Myotis Least Bittern

Eastern Wood-pewee Eastern Whip-poor-will Little Brown Myotis

King Rail Eastern Wood-pewee Loggerhead Shrike

Lake Sturgeon Evening Grosbeak Monarch

Least Bittern Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble Bee Northern Myotis

Little Brown Myotis Henslow's Sparrow Red-headed Woodpecker

Loggerhead Shrike Hickorynut Snapping Turtle

Monarch Lake Sturgeon Tri-colored Bat

Northern Map Turtle Least Bittern Wood Thrush

Northern Myotis Little Brown Myotis Yellow Rail

Olive-sided Flycatcher Loggerhead Shrike

Peregrine Falcon Monarch

Red-headed Woodpecker Northern Brook Lamprey

River Redhorse Northern Map Turtle

Short-eared Owl Northern Myotis

Snapping Turtle Peregrine Falcon

Transverse Lady Beetle Red-headed Woodpecker

Tri-colored Bat River Redhorse

Wood Thrush Rusty Blackbird

Short-eared Owl

Silver Lamprey

Snapping Turtle

Spotted Turtle

Transverse Lady Beetle

Tri-colored Bat

Wood Thrush
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