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1 Project Context 

1.1 Development Context 

Evolugen Development Limited Partnership (Evolugen, or the Client) is proposing the construction and 

operation of the South March Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) (the Project) within the Algonquins 

of the Pikwakanagan traditional territory in the City of Ottawa, Ontario. The Project consists of the BESS 

footprint. The Project is located in part of Lots 25 and 26, Concession 1, Geographic Township of March, 

former Carleton County, now City of Ottawa, Ontario (Figure 1).  

The Project is subject to the Class Environmental Assessment for Transmission Facilities (Class EA for 

TF) (Hydro One Networks Inc. 2024) in accordance with the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act 

(Government of Ontario 1990a). The Class EA for TF is a streamlined process for projects that have 

predictable environmental effects that can likely be mitigated and can be planned and constructed in 

accordance with a common process. 

Previously, Stantec completed a Stage 1 archaeological assessment for the Project (Stantec 2025), 

which examined a much larger study area with the aim of accommodating a final project layout. 

Subsequent to the Stage 1 archaeological assessment, the Client identified the preferred project footprint 

for the BESS and connection corridor. The study area, which includes the proposed battery storage and 

substation footprint, is approximately 6.72 hectares, and includes pasture, scrubland and forest (Figure 

2). The interconnection footprint was not included in this Stage 2 assessment and will require additional 

archaeological assessment should ground disturbance be proposed in those areas. 

1.1.1 Objectives 

In compliance with the provincial standards and guidelines set out by the Ministry of Citizenship and 

Multiculturalism (MCM) in the 2011 Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (Government 

of Ontario 2011), the objectives of the Stage 2 archaeological assessment are to: 

 Document archaeological resources within the study area 

 Determine whether the study area contains archaeological resources requiring further 

assessment 

 Recommend appropriate Stage 3 assessment strategies for archaeological sites identified 

 
Permission to enter the study area for the Stage 2 archaeological assessment was arranged and provided by the 
Client. 
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4 Analysis and Conclusions 

Evolution is proposing the South March BESS in the City of Ottawa, Ontario, within the Algonquins of 

Pikwakanagan traditional territory. To support Project planning, Stantec was retained to undertake a 

Stage 2 archaeological assessment for the proposed battery storage and substation footprint. A Stage 1 

archaeological assessment identified areas of archaeological potential within the Project limits and 

recommended Stage 2 field survey. The Stage 2 study area covers approximately 6.72 hectares of 

pasture, scrubland, and forest within parts of Lots 25 and 26, Concession 1 in the Geographic Township 

of March. The planned interconnection corridor was not included in this assessment and will require 

further archaeological investigation if ground disturbance is proposed. 

The Stage 2 archaeological assessment was completed between July 25 and July 27, 2025. No 

archaeological resources were identified during the Stage 2 archaeological assessment.   
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5 Recommendations 

No archaeological resources were identified during the Stage 2 archaeological assessment of the BESS 

footprint. Thus, in accordance with Section 2.2 and Section 7.8.4 of the MGM's 2011 Standards and 

Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (Government of Ontario 2011 ), no further archaeological 

work is recommended for the portion of the study area where Stage 2 assessment was completed 

(Figure 8). 

Subsequent to the completion of fieldwork the Client made changes to the design of the Project that 

expanded beyond the Stage 2 survey area. Stage 2 archaeological assessment was not completed for 

that portion of the study area. This portion of the study area retains archaeological potential (see Section 

1.3.2 of this report) and Stage 2 archaeological assessment is required. Thus, the Stage 2 archaeological 

assessment of the study area is incomplete and further archaeological assessment is recommended. In 

accordance with Section 2.1 Standards 1 and 2 of the MGM's 2011 Standards and Guidelines for 

Consultant Archaeologists (Government of Ontario 2011 ), Stage 2 archaeological assessment is required 

for the portion of the study area retaining archaeological potential. 

The objective of the Stage 2 archaeological assessment will be to document archaeological resources 

within the study area and to determine whether these archaeological resources require further 

assessment. Given that the portion of the study area retaining archaeological potential comprises woodlot 

and is not accessible for ploughing, the Stage 2 archaeological assessment will consist of a test pit 

survey as outlined in Section 2.1.2 of the Ministry's 2011 Standards and Guidelines for Consultant 

Archaeologists (Government of Ontario 2011 ). The Ministry's standards require that each test pit be at 

least 30 centimetres in diameter, excavated to at least five centimetres into sterile subsoil, and have soil 

screened through six-millimetre hardware cloth to facilitate the recovery of any cultural material that may 

be present. Prior to backfilling, each test pit will be examined for stratigraphy, cultural features, or 

evidence of fill. If the archaeological field team judges any lands to be low and wet, steeply sloped, or 

disturbed during the course of the Stage 2 field work, those areas will not require physical survey, but will 

be photographically documented instead in accordance with Section 2.1 of the Ministry's 2011 Standards 

and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (Government of Ontario 2011 ). 
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