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HERITAGE SURVEY AND
EVALUATION FORM
Address
Construction date

Month/Year: May 2014

115 Echo Drive

Building name

ca. 1877

Original owner

Former Church of the Holy
Trinity
Anglican Church of the Diocese
of Ontario

Source: Google Maps 2012

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE/ INTEREST
Yes

x

Design Value
Historical Value
Contextual Value

No

x
x
A property may be designated under Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage
Act if it meets one of more of the above criteria. Ontario Regulation
09/06

Design or Physical Value
Architecture

YES

NO

Is the property a rare, unique, representative, or early example of a style, type,
expression, material or construction method?

The former Church of the Holy Trinity is a roughly rectangular building, with a rectangular apse,
constructed in 1877 of red brick with a hipped gable roof, originally topped with a simple steeple that was
subsequently replaced with the current cupola, located to the south of the original. The building features
four pairs of round arched windows on the north and south facades, and three round arched windows on
the east façade. The building is oriented perpendicularly to the Rideau Canal, with a second wooden,
shingled cupola above the front entrance. The church is the oldest ecclesiastical structure in Ottawa
East.

Craftsmanship/Artistic merit

YES

NO

Does the property display a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit?

The church is a simply built structure. A one-storey brick vestibule addition obscures the original front
entrance, and the original steeple has been replaced.

Technical/Scientific merit

YES

NO

Does the property demonstrate a high degree of technical or scientific
achievement?
N/A

Summary
The former Church of the Holy Trinity is an example of a simple, modest parish church. Its design and
material reflect the village character of the area at the time of its construction.

Sources
A History of Ottawa East. “Church of Holy Trinity/Church of the Ascension – Preamble”. Accessed June
5, 2014.
http://history.ottawaeast.ca/HTML%20Documents/Churches/Ascension/Ascension_Page_One.htm
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Historical and Associative Value
Date of Construction (Factual/Estimated)

1877 (factual)

Historical Associations
Does the property have direct associations with a theme, event, belief,
person, activity organization or institution that is significant to a
community?

YES

NO

The architect/ builder is unknown however documents and oral histories suggest that the church
was constructed by the Waite brothers, well known carpenters, masons and plasterers who lived
on Canal Road (now Echo Drive).

Community History

YES

NO

Does the property yield, or have the potential to yield, information that
contributes to an understanding of a community or culture?

Ottawa East, where the subject property is located, was originally made up of the residential
village of Archville (1873) to the north, extending from the Canal to Harvey Street, and the village
of Spenceville (1868) to the south, which extended from Hazel Street to Clegg Street along the
canal. In 1888, in reaction to the City of Ottawa’s request of the Province to absorb the adjoining
suburbs, the residents of Archville counter-petitioned to become a separate Police Village.
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History of Old Ottawa East Chapter 3
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Belden’s Historical Atlas 1879

It evolved from a rural, farming community to a community with an industrial base related to the
th
Canal and the railway, at the end of the 19 century. In the early 1860’s the Ottawa East land
south of the city was still a rural, neighborhood, populated by farmers as well as labouring families.
In the 1870s and into the 1880s it was predominantly blue collar where the vast majority of
residents, many of whom were German immigrants, worked as labourers; brick makers,
carpenters, stone masons, and other service industries. The area was home to several brickyards,
slaughterhouses and market gardens interspersed with residential dwellings. The choice of
construction method and materials directly reflects its community.
The church was strategically constructed on the east side of the Rideau Canal to provide a place
of worship for churchgoers on that side. However, members from either side of the Canal attended
services regularly, even though a bridge across did not exist until much later. In the summer, the
church provided a row boat and ferryman to take families across while in the winter, many
members skated to church.
Between 1916- 1919, the Anglican congregation purchased three lots further down Echo Dr, (now
253 Echo) and built a new church called the Church of Ascension. When the congregation moved,
it took along items from the original, including several stained glass windows. In 1977, the Church
of the Holy Trinity was sold to the Portuguese Community Association where it now functions as a
community center and for holding mass on Sundays.
Brief Chronology:
1877-1919: Holy Trinity Anglican Church
1923-1946: Recognized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
1947-1950: Flesher’s Upholstery
1951: Ukrainian Orthodox Church
1963: Vacant
1964: Calvary United Pentecostal Church
1978: Ottawa Carleton Portuguese Community Association
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YES

Representative Work

NO

Does the property demonstrate or reflect the work or ideas of an architect,
artist, building, designer or theorist who is significant to a community?
th

The church is a plain example of a small scale, 19 century parish church.

Summary
The Church of the Holy Trinity is fundamentally connected to its location, the village of Archville.

Sources
A History of Ottawa East, “James Ballantyne Obituary,”, Ottawa Journal, April 7, 1925, 14.
Accessed June 5, 2014.
http://history.ottawaeast.ca/HTML%20Documents/Notables/Ballantyne%20Obituaries.htm#James
A History of Ottawa East, “James Ballantyne’s Brief History,” Accessed June 5, 2014.
http://history.ottawaeast.ca/HTML%20Documents/Notables/James%20Ballantyne.html

Contextual Value

Aerial view showing the Rideau Canal and Main Street. Source: Google Maps 2012
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Community Character

YES

NO

Is the property important in defining, maintaining, or supporting the character of
the area?

The church is located in Ottawa East, a residential community, bounded by the Queensway to
the north, the Rideau River to the east, Clegg Street to the south, and the Rideau Canal to the
west. It is a small, quiet and mature neighborhood, south of Ottawa’s downtown with two major
streets (Main Street and Hawthorne Avenue) providing commercial services to the community.
The residential properties are built on large lots with a mix of turn-of-the-century single detached
homes and row-houses as well as a large number of modern apartment buildings. As an isolated
structure at the north end of the neighbourhood, the building is removed from the core of the
community and does not make a major contribution to the maintenance of its character.

YES

Context

NO

Is the property physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its
surroundings?
Located near the Rideau Canal, at the corner of Main Street and Echo Drive (originally Canal
Road), the former Church of the Holy Trinity was the first Anglican church serving the local
community. The building’s surroundings have changed dramatically through urban development
and the construction of the canal walls, although it is still evident as part of the cultural landscape
of the Canal.

Streetscape looking down Main Street from 115 Echo Drive. Source: Google Maps 2012
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Streetscape looking up the Rideau Canal from 115 Echo Drive. Source: Google Maps 2012

The former Church of the Holy Trinity (now the Portuguese Community Center) is no longer
linked to its surroundings. The surrounding buildings on either side, save for neighboring dwelling
at 113 Echo, are of recent construction. The church is awkwardly oriented compared to the rest
of the streetscape, with its main entrance facing the side of the adjacent dwelling, while the rest
are oriented facing the canal.

Landmark

YES

NO

Is the property a landmark?
The area in which the former Church of the Holy Trinity is located has changed recently and the
church is now over shadowed by surrounding building. However, as the earliest example of
church architecture in Ottawa East, it has made a contribution to the evolution of the area.

Summary

The former Church of the Holy Trinity is historically and functionally linked to its context next to
the Canal as a place of worship and gathering for the community, critical to the development of
Ottawa East.

Sources
A History of Ottawa East, “James Ballantyne Obituary,”,Ottawa Journal, April 7, 1925, 14.
Accessed June 5, 2014.
http://history.ottawaeast.ca/HTML%20Documents/Notables/Ballantyne%20Obituaries.htm#Jame
s
A History of Ottawa East,” German Migration and Ottawa, The Germans of Ottawa East- 1871 to
1901,” Accessed June 6, 2014.
http://history.ottawaeast.ca/HTML%20Documents/History/Germans/Ottawa_East_Germans.htm
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City of Ottawa Infrastructure and Community Sustainability, PGM Department, “Old Ottawa East
Community Design Plan,” August 2011. Accessed June 6, 2014.
http://documents.ottawa.ca/sites/documents.ottawa.ca/files/documents/old_ottawa_east_cdp_en.
pdf
Ottawa East Community Association, “About the OECA,” Accessed June 6, 2014.
http://www.ottawaeast.ca/about
The Ottawa Neighborhood Study, “Ottawa East,” Accessed June 6, 2014.
http://neighbourhoodstudy.ca/ottawa-east/
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