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1.0 SITE CONTEXT 

2.0 SURVEY METHODOLOGY 
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3.0 SITE OBSERVATIONS 

3.1 Existing Site Vegetation  

3.2 Inventory and Condition of Trees on the Site 

Table 1  Trees and small tree clusters on the site. 

Tree Number Tree Description Size (DBH in cm) 

1* Green Ash 91 
2* White Ash 50 
3* Burr Oak 83 
4* Crack Willow 162 
5* White Ash 58 
6* Crack Willow 76 
7* Burr Oak 62 
8* 3 Green Ash s 
9* Green Ash 91 
10* Green Ash 112 
11* Green Ash 82 
12* 4 Green Ash 55, 52, m, m 
13* 4 Green Ash 56, 51, m, m 
14* Green Ash 54 
15* Green Ash xl 
16* Burr Oak 105 
17* Burr Oak 105 
18 Trembling Aspen s 
19 Hawthorn s 
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Tree Number Tree Description Size (DBH in cm) 

20 Burr Oak m 
21 Black Ash s 
22 Hawthorn s 
23 Green Ash s 
24 Burr Oak s 
25 Green Ash m 
26* White Elm 52 
27 Black Ash s 
28* White Elm 107 
29 Snag m 
30 Common Apple s 
31 Black Ash s 
32 Manitoba Maple s 
33 Burr Oak s 
34 4 Green Ash s 
35 Black Ash s 
36 Common Apple s 
37 Green Ash s 
38 Green Ash s 
39 2 Manitoba Maple s 
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3.2.1 Open Areas 

3.2.2 Woodlot  

3.3 Ecological Significance of Trees on the Site 
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3.4 Other Significant Features 
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4.0 SITE CONCEPT PLAN 

4.1 Proposed Development 
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4.2 Impacts and Mitigation 
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5.0 REFERENCES 

 



 
  

   

Appendix 1  
Site Descriptions from the Mattamy Richmond Lands 

Natural Environment & Impact Assessment  



 
  

   

 

The following site descriptions are quoted directly from the Mattamy Richmond Lands Natural 

Environment & Impact Assessment.  

 

 

Community 1: Fresh-Moist Poplar Deciduous Forest Type (FOD 8-1)  

 

This small mid-successional woodland of approximately one hectare lies at the northern 

boundary of  the Mattamy lands, north of Perth Street and just to the east of the Van Gaal Drain. 

This forest is almost entirely deciduous and its overstorey is dominated by a mixture of Poplar 

species, especially Balsam Poplar (Populus balsamifera) and Trembling Aspen (Populus 

tremuloides) (Appendix 1). Other common overstorey species are also characteristic of moist 

forests and include Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), White Elm (Ulmus americana) and 

Manitoba Maple (Acer negundo), especially along the edges. The shrub layer includes species 

such as Wild Black Currant (Ribes americanum), Beaked Hazel (Corylus cornuta) and Tartarian 

Honeysuckle (Lonicera tatarica). There is a good diversity of understorey species for a 

woodland of such small  size. Common ground flora includes Enchanter’s Nightshade (Circaea 

quadrisulcata), Ostrich Fern (Matteucia strutheriopteris – forming a large monoculture in the 

centre of the community), Stellate Sedge (Carex radiata), White Avens (Geum canadense), 

Dwarf Raspberry (Rubus pubescens). This woodland has a few regionally uncommon  

species such as Highbush Cranberry (Viburnum trilobum), Spikenard (Aralia racemosa) and a 

large area of Nodding Trillium (Trillium cernuum). This  community  has  been  moderately  

disturbed  in  the past. Although vegetation is thick in places, and there are no pathways through 

it, there is a large area at the south end that has until recently been used as a garbage dump. A 

discarded pile of sheet metal was providing a den site for a coyote in May 2008.  Some invasive 

species are present here,  especially around the margins of the woodland (e.g., Tartarian 

Honeysuckle, European Buckthorn, and Manitoba Maple).  

 

Hedgerow 1 (H1) 

This hedgerow provides a very narrow link between Community 1 (above) with an adjacent 

woodland to the east, off Mattamy property. It is about 3 to 5 m wide, and provides only limited 

and intermittent cover for wildlife, consisting of scattered shrubs (e.g., Hawthorn, Crataegus 

punctata and Nannyberry, Viburnum lentago), as well as vines like Virginia Creeper 

(Parthenocissus inserta) and Riverbank Grape (Vitis riparia). At the east end, trees such as 

Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica) and White Elm (Ulmus americana) dominate (Appendix 1). 

Frequent forbs and grasses are largely non-native field species, including Smooth Brome 

(Bromus inermis), Cow Parsnip (Pastinaca sativa), Lamb’s Quarters (Chenopodium album), and 

Orchard Grass (Dactylis glomerata).  

  

Hedgerow 2 (H2) 

This hedgerow links W2 (off Mattamy lands) with the  Van Gaal drain. Again, it is made up of 

larger trees such as Green Ash (Fraxinus pensylanica) and White Elm (Ulmus americana) 

(Appendix 1), with an understorey composition similar to H1. This hedgerow is a maximum of 

about 5 m wide.  

 

Hedgerow 5 (H5) 



 

 

 
 

 

 

This hedgerow also consists mainly of mature trees, especially at its northern end (Appendix 1).  

Common species are Green Ash, some Black Ash, and Bur Oak, with some Basswood and White 

Birch.  Shrub and ground flora species are Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago), Hawthorns 

(Crataegus sp.), Riverbank Grape (Vitis riparia), Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus inserta), as 

well as pasture grasses and weeds.  

 

Hedgerow 6  (H6) 

This is a treed hedgerow, quite wide in places (approximately 8 to 10 m) with drainage through 

the centre of it, mostly stagnant shallow standing water by mid-August (Appendix 1). Trees are 

mature, especially towards the southern end of this hedegrow, including Green Ash, Manitoba 

Maple, and White Elm, and a shrub layer of Hop Hornbeam, Prickly Ash (Zanthoxylum 

americanum), Hawthorns (Crataegus sp.), Wild Red Currant (Ribes triste) and Canada Plum 

(Prunus nigra). Along the edges of the hedgerow, the ground flora include field species such as 

Burdock (Arctium minus), Deadly Nightshade (Solanum dulcamara), Common Milkweed 

(Asclepias syriaca), Calico Aster (Symphyotrichum lateriflorus) and some wetland vegetation 

along the drainage line (e.g., Reed Canary Grass (Phalaris arundinacea), Narrow-leaved Cattail 

(Typha angustifolia)). Under the canopy there are shade-tolerant understorey species such as 

Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) Pennsylvania Sedge (Carex pensylvanica), Common 

Speedwell (Veronica officinalis), Enchanter’s Nightshade (Circaea quadrisulcata) and two large 

patches of non-native Lily-of-the-Valley (Convallaria majalis). The drainage line shows signs of 

beaver activity and human disturbance (i.e., garbage dumping),  and the alien invasive shrub, 

Glossy Buckthorn (Rhamnus frangula), is present in low numbers throughout. This hedgerow 

likely provides some wildlife habitat, although it does not connect any large natural areas. 
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