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THE CONSEIL DES ÉCOLES CATHOLIQUE DU CENTRE-EST (CECCE) HAS COMMISSIONED THE DE-
SIGN TEAM LEAD BY EDWARD J. CUHACI AND ASSOCIATES ARCHITECT INC. TO PROVIDE PROFESS-
SIONAL SERVICES TO DESIGN THE ÉCOLE ÉLÉMENTAIRE HORIZON-JEUNESSE RECONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT, INCLUDING PREPARATION OF THE SITE PLAN CONTROL APPLICATION AND PLANNING 
RATIONALE IN SUPPORT OF THE APPLICATION FOR SITE PLAN CONTROL AND PREPARATION OF 
DOCUMENTS FOR SITE PLAN AGREEMENT OF THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY:

	 PIN: 042400002
	 LEGAL DESCRIPTION: PLAN 381 LOT D TO LOT 1; RP5R - 11869
	 PART 1 KNOWN AS: ÉCOLE ÉLÉMENTAIRE CATHOLIQUE: VISION JEUNESSE

THE OWNER, CONSEIL DES ÉCOLES CATHOLIQUE DU CENTRE-EST (cecce) WISHES TO DEMOLIsh 
the maJORITY of the existing elementary school building and to construct a new el-
ementary school, complete with associated site development.

the site is covered by i1a, area b on schedule 1, abutting r4 zones. the existing site 
currently accomodates an existing elementary school, an existing training centre, 
surface parking, and students play areas and sport fields.

intrODuction:

section 1

the subject property iS a corner lot that faces jeanne mance street to the north, 
mcarthur avenue to the south and olmstead street to the west with residential 
development to the east. lot area is 56,187.3 m2 (56,2 hectares)

Frontage along olmstead Avenue:
Frontage along mcarthur avenue:
Frontage along jeanne mance street:

the existing École ÉlÉmentaire hori-
zon-jeunesse, including the existing 
training centre is approximately:

205.7 m
152.3 m
176.6 m 

11,408.63 m2 

site information:
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•	 THE PROPOSED SITING OF THE NEW “REPLACEMENT” SCHOOL BUILDING WILL HELP TO CRE-
ATE AN “URBAN STREET FRONT” AT THE INTERSECTION OF OLMSTEAD STREET AND MCAR-
THUR AVENUE.

•	 THE PROPOSED SCHOOL BUILDING WILL BE AN IMPORTANT “BUILDING BLOCK” FOR THE COM-
MUNITY, VISIBLE FROM 3 STREETS.

•	 THE SELECTED DESIGN OPTION IS A VISION OF URBAN RENEWAL AND SUSTAINABILITY:  BY US-
ING PARTS OF THE EXISTING BUILDING AND SITE AMENITIES, REMOVING THE CONTAMINATED 
SUBSTANCES AND SAVING AS MUCH OF THE EXISTING LANDSCAPE AS POSSIBLE, THE NEW 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT WILL POSITIVELY CONTRIBUTE TO URBAN RENEWAL OF THE NEIGH-
BOURHOOD BY CREATING STREETSCAPE, PLAY AREAS AND LANDSCAPE AREAS WHICH CAN BE 
USED BY THE COMMUNITY AND WILL BE FULLY ACCESSIBLE.  

•	 ACTIVE 21ST CENTURY LEARNING ACTIVITIES SUCH AS THE LIBRARY LEARNING CENTRE WILL 
BE VISIBLE FROM BOTH STREETS.

•	 NEW ENERGY EFFICIENT MECHANICAL/ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS WILL “EXTEND” THE USABLE LIFE 
OF THE PORTION OF THE EXISTING STRUCTURE WHICH WAS BUILT OF DURABLE MATERIALS.

•	 MATERIALITY OF THE BUILDING WILL REFLECT THE HISTORY OF THE EXISTING SCHOOL (OR-
ANGE/RED BRICK BUILDING) AS WELL AS CREATE A SUSTAINABLE, YOUTHFUL, PROGRESSIVE 
IMAGE APPROPRIATE FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.

overall vision statement & goals for the proposal:

THE SELECTED DESIGN OPTION ENABLES THE PROPER ORGANIZATION OF THIS LARGE PROPERTY.

•	 NEW “REPLACEMENT” SCHOOL IS LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE PROPERTY AND IS CON-
NECTED TO THE EXISTING GYM AND EXISTING CENTRE DE FORMATION.  THE SCHOOL PLAY 
AREAS ARE LOCATED ON THE “QUIET” SIDE OF THE PROPERTY, ADJACENT TO RESIDENTIAL RUE 
JEANNE MANCE.  THE NEW PARKING IS LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF OLMSTEAD STREET AND 
RUE JEANNE MANCE AND UTILIZES THE LOCATION OF THE EXISTING PARKING, THUS PRESERV-
ING THE EXISTING TRAFFIC PATTERNS.  THE PROPOSED BARRIER-FREE PARKING AND DROP-
OFF AREAS ARE LOCATED ON OLMSTEAD STREET.  THIS LOCATION IS CONSISTENT WITH THE 
LOCATION OF THE EXISTING BUS-LOOP/DROP-OFF AREAS.  THE LANDSCAPE CONCEPT IS BASED 
ON THE DESIRE TO SAVE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE OF THE EXISTING LANDSCAPE, INCLUDING THE 
MATURE TREES AT THE CORNER OF OLMSTEAD STREET AND MCARTHUR AVENUE.  

EXISTING TRAINING CENTRE (CENTRE DE FORMATION) 

•	 ADDITIONAL PARKING IS PLANNED AT THE NORTH SIDE OF THE EXISTING CENTRE DE FORMA-
TION. this parking replaces the parking spaces which cecce presentally has to 
lease from the owners of the neighbouring property.

site design concept
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The proposed new school building is located on the existing educational campus.  
There is no proposed increase in school population.  The proposed site development 
will have little or no impact on the operation of nearby intersections and the es-
timated traffic generated for the proposed school can be accommodated on the 
existing roadways.

The proposed replacement building is set at the corner of the property, close to 
the intersection of MCARTHUR AVENUE AND OLMSTEAD AVENUE.  The building location on 
site, the Architectural forms, use of colours and building materials will animate 
the intersection and will form a “Gateway” fEATURE  Two storey massing will be com-
patible with adjacent residential buildings and with the existing two storey school.

comment:

1. City of Ottawa Official Plan

According to Schedule B of the City of Ottawa Official Plan (“The Urban Policy 
Plan”), the subject land is located in “General Urban Area”.

In accordance with Section 3.6.1 of the City of Ottawa Official Plan, General 
Urban Area:

“The General Urban Area designation permits the development of a full range 
and choice of housing types to meet the needs of all ages, incomes, and life 
circumstances, in combination with conveniently located employment, retail, 
service, cultural, leisure, entertainment and institutional uses.  This will fa-
cilitate the development of complete and sustainable communities.  A broad 
scale of uses is found within this designation, from ground-oriented single-
purpose to multi-storey mixed-use; from corner store to shopping centre.”

Policies: 
“3. When considering a proposal for residential intensification through 

infill or redevelopment in the General Urban Area, the City will:

a: Recognize the importance of new development relating to exist-
ing community character so that it enhances and builds upon 
desirable established patterns and built form.”

planning context/responses to city documents
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THE SITE IS SUBJECT TO MONTREAL ROAD DISTRICT SECONDARY PLAN. IN ADDITION THE DESIGN 
WILL COMPLY WITH:

Section 2.5 Building Liveable Communities
Policy 2.5.3 Schools and Community Facilities

“The City will recognize that schools form part of the building blocks of any com-
munity, not only in providing education to children, but also amenity space and re-
sources to the neighbourhood.  The City will work in partnership with school boards 
and school communities to ensure that schools are provided in all communities.”

The school will be designed as a “Building Block of the Community”.  

Exterior and interior social and activity facilities will be designed for a strong 
community presence.  New facility will also be designed to support the 21st Century 
Learning:

The learning areas will be designed to create an active 21st Century Learning En-
vironment: project and problem based learning, multiple modes of learning, and 
leverages technology as a means to collaborate, communicate and learn.

•	 The Library/Learning Commons and classrooms will offer a variety of flexible 
furniture with opportunities for group learning and for the community.

•	 Opportunities for social interaction and learning outside the classrooms.
•	 The building and the site will be designed as “teaching tools”.
•	 Colours, natural light and material juxtapositions will enliven the space.

secondary plan:

comment:

1.1.1. the main goals for the district are to:

4. provide open spaces or other areas for public functions, publicy accessible 
landscaped open spaces and public art that reflects the history of the District.

compliance with montreal road district secondary plan goals and policies

1.
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the corner of the property at the intersection of mcarthur avenue and olmstead 
avenue is designed as a “pocket park” accessible to the public. this “pocket park” 
is created by utilizing the existing mature trees and new landscaping. benches and 
lights are proposed. this “pocket park” is located in proximity to the existing mural 
which was created as public art that reflects the history of the district.

the proposed design strives to preserve the existing mature trees. a “pocket park” 
proposed at the intersection of mcarthur avenue and olmstead avenue include ex-
isting, mature trees, new landscaping and benches and lights accessible to the pub-
lic.

the proposed design will not increase the number of vehicular access on mcarthur 
avenue. the proposed design will preserve the existing traffic pattern while reduc-
ing the overall number of vehicular accesses to site by 2 (two) accesses.

comment:

comment:

comment:

1.1.2 policies for the district:

11. development and redevelopment will include streetscaping and the preser-
vation of street trees. no net loss of street trees will occur and additional 
streetscaping elements such as benches and platers are encouraged.

1.1.3 mcarthur avenue

the south side of mcarthur avenue is generally comprised of smaller lots where 
conversions of residential dwellings to commercial or office uses have occured. 
along the north side of mcarhthur avenue, the lots are generally larger in size 
and contain a variety of office, residential and commercial uses.

the following policy applies to lots with frontage on mcarthur avenue:

policy

1. development and redevelopment will reduce the number of vehicular accesses 
and will relocate these accesses to improve pedestrian connections and safety. 
no net increase to the number of vehicular access will be permitted on mcar-
thur avenue.

2.

3.
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According to Schedule 1 of the City of Ottawa Zoning By-Law, the subject property is 
located in Area B, abutting r4 zone

Site is zoned I1A – Minor Institutional Zone: that Zone includes schools as one of the 
permitted uses. permitted use includes also training centre (existing)

Zoning of adjacent properties is as follows:

Zoning Provisions:

The proposed replacement building is in compliance with the i1A Zoning Provisions.  
Please also refer  to attached drawings.

CONCEPTUAL ANALYSIS:  Please refer to attached drawings and 3D views.

city of ottawa zoning by-law

south:
West:
East:
North:

Abutting mcarthur avenue
Abutting olmstead avenue 
Abutting residential r4 zone
Abutting jeanne mance street

 

 
 

1..1 Permit a range of community-oriented and emergency service uses which 
serve the needs of the rural population in areas designated primarily as 
Village in the Official Plan.

1..2 Permit a limited range of educational and religious-related institutional 
uses where they exist.  

1..3 Ensure that future development will have a minimal impact on adjacent 
land uses and will respect the character of the surrounding village or rural 
areas. 

2. City of Ottawa Zoning By-law 2020

• According to Schedule 1 of the City of Ottawa Zoning By-law, the subject land is 
located in Area  B  

• Site is zoned I1A – Minor Institutional Zone; that includes Schools as one of the 
Permitted Uses. 

• Zoning of adjacent  Properties is as follows: 
South:  I 1A
North:   I P11(374)S123
East:     R2G
West:    O1(402)S144 

 
 

Planning Rationale – Site Plan Control application 

0.0 Zoning Provisions 

• The proposed additions and site modifications are in compliance with the I1A zoning 
provisions :

ZONING MECHANISMS I1A SUBJECT SITE
(a) Minimum lot area (m2) 400 Compliant
(b) Minimum lot width (m) 15 Compliant
(c) Minimum front yard setback (m) 3 Compliant
(d) Minimum rear 
yard setback (m)

(i) abutting a residential use or 
zone

7.5 Compliant

(ii) all other cases 4.5 Compliant
(e) Minimum interior side yard setback (m) 7.5 Compliant
(f) Minimum corner side yard setback (m) 4.5 Compliant
(g) Maximum principal building height (m) 15 m Compliant 
(h) Maximum lot coverage (%) No Max
(i) Minimum landscaped area (%) 20 Complied,  see attached drawing 

A000
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illustration of contextual analysis
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EXISTING École ÉlÉmentaire catholique horizon-jeunesse 
	 & existing training centre campus
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photographs of the existing site conditions and surrounding context
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The purpose of the Design Proposal is to show the building elevations, exterior 
details, transitions in form, treatment of the public realm and compatibility with 
adjacent buildings, using 3-D models, illustrations, diagrams, plans, and cross 
sections.  Referencing Official Plan, Section 5.2.1; as determined at time of pre-
application consultation meeting, submissions will need to address the following in 
the form of labeled graphics and written explanation.

Design Brief:	The proposed 39,169 ft2 (3,639 m2) two storey building located on 
56,187.3 m2 site is set at the corner of the property, close to the intersection 
of mcarthur avenue and olmstead avenue.  The building location on site, the 
architectural forms, use of colours and building materials will animate the 
intersection and will form a “gateway feature”. The site work will include 
new parking extension, utilities, sidewalks, play areas and landscaping.

THE DESIGN PROPOSAL:

comment:

section 2
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BUILDING MASSING:
PROPOSED SITE PLAN - VIEW FROM olmstead AVENUE
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BUILDING MASSING:
PROPOSED SITE PLAN - VIEW FROM MCARTHUR AVENUE
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BUILDING MASSING:
EXISTING SITE  - VIEW FROM MCARTHUR AVENUE
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VIEWS OF THE BUILDING:
shown with its current and proposed context
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relationship to the PUBLIC REALM:
the “tower” and “main entrance” relationship; two storey red brick 

massing & gateway for the community
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designed to support ontario certified ecoschools and healthy, 
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planning rationale & design brief

HERITAGE:

heritage designation IS NOT APPLICABLE TO THIS PROJECT
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LÉGENDE - PREMIER ÉTAGE
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