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A. General Design Concept 
 

The new embassy will, like the current one, front McLeod Avenue and be across the street from the 
historic Museum of Nature; a 12 storey apartment building from the easterly neighbour, a traditional 
brick house used as offices, will be its western neighbour, and a 3 storey office building and parking lot 
will be to its rear. The embassy’s size and use are entirely keeping with Ottawa’s vision for the site and 
with its Official Plan.  The embassy will successfully mediate between the 12, 2 and 3 storey buildings 
surrounding it.  Parking will be under the embassy building, and managed valet-style via the embassy’s 
chauffeurs. 
 
We have used the architecture of the Mesopotamian/Sumerian Ziggurat, in the area of present-day Iraq, 
to inspire a sequenced study of this embassy’s morphology.  We began by seeing an association 
between the ancient ziggurat of c.4000 BC and the wedding-cake office buildings first mandated by city 
by-laws of New York and Chicago of the nineteen twenties to fifties, introduced to maximize light and air 
into the streets and views of the sky. We manipulated the building programme on four floors in plate 
size which when stacked would be amenable to the stepping/terracing ziggurat form. We then re-
massed the wedding cake form to produce a more interesting/prismatic though still frontally 
symmetrical ziggurat building. In the third approach we used three symmetrical geometric shapes, 
rectagonal (base), elongated octagon (middle), and serrated circle (crown) to generate a geometric 
ziggurat. 
 
Finally, we exploded an elongated pentagon (the mechanical penthouse) and manipulated the fractured 
angled planes to create a cascading abstract ziggurat.  The image of a rosebud opening up and its petals 
falling away, also comes to mind. A concrete and stone square plinth is the base for this glass and stone 
sculpture. We have also introduced 2D and 3D artistic and sculptural elements/icons from Meso-
Sumerian-Babylonian history into the fabric of the building, such as: a modernized version of Ishtar 
Gate; in the portico is a stone tablet, full storey, with the inscription of King Hammurabi’s Code, leading 
visitors left to the diplomatic reception. A separate entry at the west is for Diplomatic type access, for 
the majority of uses. The interior will feature geometric-Arabic motifs in reception floor murals and in 
other interior building elements, and scenes from ancient history in the upper facias within ceiling 
coffers. 

 
 
 
B. Response to Panel’s Recommendations 
 

 The embassy has requested several revisions for security which have been addressed in the revised 
design; the main architectural items are: half glass/have masonry facades in lieu of all glass (on 3 sides; 
rear was always solid); a security room at the southeast corner of the building with a security vestibule; 
gates at all 3 site entries. There will of course be some electrical + mechanical items. 
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Materiality + Built Form 
 

 The building façade now is stone and clear glass in horizontal bands of equal height of about 7’. The glass 
and stone will be co-planar. The stone will be mitered at all vertical corners, which vary in angle. The glass 
will be vertically frameless at the exterior with narrow horizontal frames at top and bottom. The one 
meter high plinth will be stone on vertical surfaces. A frameless laminated glass balustrade surmounts the 
plinth at the site perimeter, with gates at each entry, securing the perimeter.  

 

 Regarding the concern of all glass vs. masonry, we have reduced by half the glass façade area, and 
introduced stone as discussed; this will dramatically improve thermal value of the façade. 

 

 We have introduced a central, prominent, ceremonial stair access as suggested. We have also introduced 
a continuous perimeter as discussed. 

 

 The ramp, stairs and front podium will be heat-traced, as suggested. 
 

 As discussed, we have added a front central stair, connecting the building better to the street and public 
realm. 

 
Internal Layout 
 

 The ground floor now has 2 entries: a formal central entry for Diplomatic purposes, and an entry for the 
majority Consular purposes, which will have a manned security vestibule. 

 

 The ground floor plan cannot be flipped for operational reasons, but the Reception Hall at the west has 
wrap-around glazing providing excellent rear view and visual connection to the street, the boulevard and 
the nature museum.  

 

 We will strongly recommend green treatment to the interior, and perhaps the terrace, where practical. 
 

 
Landscape Treatment 
 

 We have introduced several of the suggestions in this bullet item: a ramp comes from the west up to the 
centre, a central stair provides the formal, diplomatic entry, and the east side access is a stair, not a ramp. 
 

 We will maintain the visibility of the front especially with a high quality design of the boulevard and front 
yard. The design of the boulevard, the front yard, the perimeter and building are being designed as one 
continuum.   
 

 There is the possibility of donating trees to the sodded area across the street, if the museum agrees, since 
with a boulevard lay-by there will not be enough room for trees. 
 

 We have added features to the front façade to further evoke the history of the civilization, as discussed in 
the General Design Concept. 
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Sustainability Measures 
 

 Light coloured exterior materials to reduce the urban heat island effect. 
 

 Masonry and concrete are major building materials which will improve thermal values 
 

 Extra deep insulation will be used to improve thermal values. 
 

 The embassy will implement a Transportation Demand Management (TDM) plan for employees, including: 
shower facilities, bus passes, carpooling incentives, encouraging transit + bicycle use, chauffeuring 
diplomats and visiting dignitaries. 
 

 Use of local materials, equipment and manpower. 
 

 Effective reduction of storm water to city drains. 
 

 Use of Building Control technologies. 
 

 Construction Waste Management, especially recycling of major materials, as drywall. 
 

 High Air Quality Performance, low emitting materials. 
 

 Low E argon-filled double glazing as a minimum. 
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