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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report is a Scoped Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) written by Kilgour & Associates Ltd. (KAL)
on behalf of Novatech Engineering in support of a new commercial development by Trimterra
Development Corp. at 955 Dairy Rd. The scope of this report is limited to the assessment of the
suitability of the existing site as Bobolink and/or Eastern Meadowlark habitat and the provision of
appropriate recommendations for further study and/or mitigation should the site be deemed as suitable
habitat for either species.
This report documents natural environment information across the subject property and adjacent areas
based on existing land cover data and a site survey of vegetation, and provides an assessment of the
presence/habitat potential for grassland bird species-at-risk (SAR).
Open fields on and adjacent to this property have historically been used for row crops as evident from
the plowing patterns in annual air photos and have not been left fallow since approximately 2008. Field
patches are generally 1 ha or smaller and are surrounded by taller trees and roads of moderate to heavy
traffic volumes.
The combination of active row crop agriculture and small patch size with tall trees and/or heavy traffic
on all sides reduces the habitat potential of this area for grassland bird SAR to negligible. As the
potential for their habitat on site is negligible, no species-specific mitigations are required for this
project. Required mitigation measures specific to site trees have been identified within the separate
Tree Conservation Report for the project.
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

This report is a Scoped Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) written by Kilgour & Associates Ltd. (KAL)
on behalf of Novatech Engineering in support of a new commercial development by Trimterra
Development Corp. at 955 Dairy Rd. The scope of this report is limited to the assessment of the
suitability of the existing site as Bobolink and/or Eastern Meadowlark habitat and the provision of
appropriate recommendations for further study and/or mitigation should the site be deemed as suitable
habitat for either species.
A Tree Conservation Report (Novatech 2013) has been prepared separately for the property and
indicates the absence of any Butternut trees from the site. This report documents natural environment
information across the subject property and adjacent areas based on the Tree Conservation Report, a
brief site survey of vegetation, and site/area information and images from the City of Ottawa’s
geoOttawa system and Google Earth.

2.0

PROPERTY INFORMATION

The land to be developed (CON 1 (OS) PT LOT 30 RP;4R-8326 PART 2 LESS RP;4R-9108 PART 1; PINs:
145300428 and 145300430) is a 2.5 ha parcel located at 955 Dairy Rd in Orleans. The property is
currently zoned light industrial (IL) within the City of Ottawa Zoning Bylaw. The area is comprised of
active farm fields with a narrow band of naturally regenerating scrub on along the east side of the site.

3.0

SITE AND THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

3.1

Methodology

Colour digital aerial photographs from geoOttawa and Google Earth were used initially to identify
natural environment features on site. KAL biologist Rob Hallett conducted a site survey on September
26, 2013 to confirm the general vegetation cover of the site and surrounding areas.

3.2

Site Vegetation and Land Cover

The site consists primarily of three active agricultural fields (1.06, 0.88 and 0.85 ha) separated by lines of
ash trees 7 to 10 m in height. On September 26, all three fields had been recently plowed and had bare
soil. Historical air photos on the geoOttawa site indicate that the fields have been plowed annually and
were likely last left fallow in 2008. Smaller red oak street trees have been planted along the north side
of the site. The eastern edge of the site has a 17 m wide strip of naturally regenerating scrub with a
dense covering of young ash trees and with 15 red oak trees along South Frontage Street.
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3.3

Adjacent Vegetation and Land Cover

All four sides of the property are adjacent to paved roads and no natural vegetation areas exist within
120 m of the site. A large paved parking lot is located to the north. To the east is a former agriculture
field with a sparse covering of common weeds 50 m in width, separated by a tall chain link fence from
the mowed lawns edging an industrial site beyond. Areas to the south are under active agriculture and
have been recently plowed. Properties to the west include a large building (bowling alley) and a 0.9 ha
short grass cultural meadow ringed by tall trees.

3.4

Grassland Bird Species-at-Risk Habitat Potential

Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark breed in upland grasslands, nesting on the ground in well-concealed
places, such as under tufts of old vegetation. In the Ottawa area, these species have readily adapted to
breeding in younger abandoned fields and active hayfields, but do not nest in annual row crops like corn
and soybean (McCracken et al. 2013). Open fields (i.e. not yet commercially developed) on or adjacent
to this property have historically been used for row crops as evident from the plowing patterns an
annual air photos and have not been left fallow since approximately 2008.
Bobolinks respond negatively to edge effects associated with habitat fragmentation, particularly forest
edges and road edges (McCracken et al. 2013), showing a strong preference for larger suitable fields
rather than small and isolated patches. Dechant et al. (2001) report that Bobolink has an area
requirement of 30 ha. Martin and Gavin (1995) reported that fields more than 30 ha in size supported
more than twice the number of male Bobolinks than in fields less than 10 ha. Eastern Meadowlark is not
considered to be especially patch area-sensitive though minimum size required is still about five
hectares (McCracken et al. 2013). Moderate traffic will suppress grassland bird breeding for 400 m from
the road edge (Forman et al. 2002). Patches on and around this property are generally 1 ha or smaller
and are surrounded by taller trees and roads of moderate to heavy traffic volumes.
The combination of active row crop agriculture and small patch size with tall trees and/or heavy traffic
on all sides reduces the habitat potential of this area for Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark to negligible.
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4.0

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The development will include a car dealership and five commercial buildings. Most of the area around
the buildings will be paved for parking. Servicing for the site is set to commence in spring 2014 with
completion of construction and occupation late 2014 or early 2015. The proposed development plan for
the property is presented in Figure 2.

5.0

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

5.1

Impacts to Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark

No habitat areas suitable for either species were identified as being present on or adjacent to the
property. Therefore no impacts to species at risk are anticipated.

6.0

MITIGATIONS

6.1

Mitigations for Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark

As the potential for Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark habitat on site is negligible, no species-specific
mitigations are required for this project.

6.2

Other Mitigations

Required mitigation measures specific to site trees have been identified within the Tree Conservation
Report.

7.0

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

An examination of potential habitat areas available on and adjacent to the site based on air photos
(current and historic), a site habitat survey and details provided in the Tree Conservation Report indicate
the probability of presence of habitat suitable for Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark as negligible.
It is my professional opinion that no negative impacts are anticipated to listed species-at-risk under
the proposed property development.

______________________________
Anthony Francis, PhD
KILGOUR & ASSOCIATES LTD.
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