July 4, 2013
Mr. Lloyd Phillips
Lloyd Phillips & Associates Ltd.
1501 Carling Avenue, Suite 10
Ottawa, ON
K1Z 7M1
Dear Lloyd:
RE:

1111 North River Road
Scoped Environmental Impact Statement
Chimney Swift and Barn Swallow Utilization

This scoped environmental impact statement is in response to the City of Ottawa’s request to
assess potential chimney swift and barn swallow use of the residence to be removed at 1111
North River Road and adjacent lands. Specifically the City has requested an investigation of the
following issues:
a. Is the existing chimney accessible to chimney swift? If the chimney is accessible then is it
occupied by the chimney swift? Is the barn occupied by barn swallows? If so is there
evidence of occupancy?;
b. If there is evidence of chimney swift or barn swallow nesting, then they will need to
discuss this issue with the MNR (a permit under the Endangered Species Act may be
required to allow development to proceed); and,
c. Are there any other potentially suitable nesting sites located nearby (within 120 m) that
could be affected by the project? Mitigation measures to protect other potential nests in
the area should be straightforward (e.g., timing of work to avoid nesting season,
controlling off-site impacts like dust, noise, vibration, etc).
The following information is taken from the Ministry of Natural Resources’ information sheet on
chimney swift:
The chimney swift is designated as threatened and receives automatic species protection
under Ontario’s Endangered Species Act, 2007. General habitat protection also protects
the species’ habitat from damage and destruction. Before European settlement chimney
swifts mainly nested on cave walls and in hollow trees or tree cavities in old growth
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forests. Today, they are more likely to be found in and around urban settlements where
they nest and roost (rest or sleep) in chimneys and other manmade structures. They also
tend to stay close to water as this is where the flying insects they eat congregate.
The barn swallow is the most abundant and widely distributed swallow species in the world. It
breeds throughout the northern hemisphere and winters in much of the southern hemisphere
(Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 2012. All About Birds.
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/barn_swallow/lifehistory/ac). Barn swallow populations have
benefited from human-made structures and as a result barn swallows have greatly expanded their
breeding range and numbers as people have settled the continent (Cornell, 2012). Barn swallow
was listed in January, 2012 as threatened in Ontario. Typical nesting sites are open barns, bridges,
culverts and other artificial structures. Breeding habitat must include open areas for foraging,
structures to build nests on and a source of mud to provide the material for building nests.
Observations
The site and adjacent lands were reviewed on July 3rd, 2013 at 14:40 with an air temperature of
27° C, calm winds and partly sunny skies. 1111 North River Road is on the east side of North
River Road south of Drouin Avenue (Figure 1). No barn swallows or chimney swifts were
observed in the general area.
No potential nesting structures are present on or adjacent to the site for barn swallow or chimney
swift. The chimney on the existing residence at 1111 North River Road has a cap guard, vent and
screen prohibiting access by chimney swifts (Photo 1). In addition the owner reports that the
chimney is lined as part of a natural gas furnace exhaust. Thus utilization of the inside of the
chimney by chimney swifts for nesting is not possible.
Surrounding land uses include mowed parkland and the Rideau River to the west, a new
townhome development to the north and detached residences to the east and south. The
chimneys on the surrounding residences that still have chimneys are capped, screened or covered
with a vent that would not allow chimney swift access (examples in Photos 3 and 4).
There is no barn or similar structure on or adjacent to the site. There is a detached garage in the
east portion of 1111 North River Road with a driveway off Drouin Avenue (Figure 1). This
garage is in good repair with no potential access points for barn swallow (Photo 2).
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Figure 1 - 1111 North River Road property is outlined in red (source – City of Ottawa website)
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Photo 1 – Cap guard and screen on chimney at 1111 North River Road

Photo 2 – Detached garage at 1111 North River Road
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Photo 3 – Vented chimney at 53 Drouin Avenue

Photo 4 – Vented chimney at 52 Drouin Avenue
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In summary, no potential chimney swift and barn swallow utilization is considered present for the
structures at 1111 North River Road and adjacent structures. Thus no discussions with MNR are
required and no specific mitigation measures related to this issue are recommended.

Please call if you have any questions on this assessment.
Yours Sincerely,
MUNCASTER ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING INC.

Bernie Muncaster, M.Sc.
Principal
1111nrroadswiftlet
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