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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
McKinley Environmental Solutions (MES) was retained by Argue Construction Ltd. (on behalf of the
Owner) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to support the new Site Plan
Application for the approximately 7.9 acres (3.2 ha) property located at 2688 Carp Road, Ottawa, ON
(the Site). The Owner proposes to continue utilizing the Site in the operation of several related
businesses including trucking/hauling, vehicle repair, street cleaning, and topsoil storage and
distribution. The Owner also proposes to relocate an existing single bay garage to the southern part
of the Site, while a new approximately 599 m 2 three bay garage and office building will be
constructed in the northern part of the Site.
The majority of the Site is currently a level gravel pad devoid of vegetation. The primary natural
heritage feature that is present in the vicinity of the Site is Huntley Creek and its associated riparian
corridor, which exists southeast of the Site. The northern property line includes a sparse hedgerow,
whereas a municipal ditch is present northeast of the property. All other adjacent areas consist of
existing developed properties. No significant Species at Risk (SAR) concerns were identified and no
tree removal is anticipated to be required.
The 2010 Site Plan Approval for the Site required a 15 m setback from the top of slope of Huntley
Creek. At the current time, the 15 m setback remains undeveloped and includes a manicured lawn
with minimal landscaping. The gravel pad within the developed portion of the Site has been
extended to the limit of the 15 m buffer. As specified in Section 4.7.3 of the City of Ottawa Official
Plan, current policy recommends that the setback from Huntley Creek should be the greater of
either 15 m from the top of slope or 30 m from the normal high-water mark of the watercourse.
Throughout the Site, the 30 m setback from the normal high-water mark represents the greater of
the two setbacks. It is proposed that the existing developed area within the Site, which is defined by
the existing limits of the gravel pad, should be maintained, as this area was previously approved
through the 2010 Site Plan Approval. However, it is also proposed that all of the new and relocated
permanent structures will be located outside of the 30 m setback from the normal high-water mark.
In order to ensure protection of Huntley Creek, the original 15 m setback from the top of slope will
be maintained. No development or temporary storage will be allowed to occur within the 15 m
setback from the top of slope, and this area will also be reforested in order to enhance the riparian
corridor.
Pending that the mitigation and avoidance measures outlined in this report are implemented
appropriately, the proposed development is not anticipated to have a significant negative effect on
the natural features and functions.
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INTRODUCTION

1.1

Scoping the Environmental Impact Statement

This EIS was undertaken following the City of Ottawa (the City) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
guidelines. Following the City guidelines, the EIS includes the following:


Documentation of existing natural features on and around the Site;



Identification of potential environmental impacts of the project;



Recommendations for ways to avoid and reduce any negative impacts; and



Proposal of ways to enhance natural features and functions.

This EIS was prepared with guidance from the Natural Heritage Reference Manual (OMNRF 2005). The
major objective of the EIS is to demonstrate that the proposed project will not negatively affect the
significant features and functions of the study area, and that impacts will be minimized through
mitigation measures.

1.2

Site Identification and Background

The Owner’s property consists of approximately 7.9 acres (3.2 ha) of land located at 2688 Carp Road,
Ottawa, ON (Pin # 045370590) (the Site) (Figure 1). The Site is zoned as Rural General Industrial (RG5)
and is currently used by the Owner in the operation of several related businesses including
trucking/hauling, vehicle repair, street cleaning, and topsoil storage and distribution. The previous
Owner of the property obtained Site Plan Approval for the property in 2010. The current Owner is
seeking a new Site Plan Approval to support the current Site use, construction of a new building, and
relocation of an existing building (discussed below). The majority of the Site is currently a level gravel
pad devoid of vegetation. The only permanent structure currently present at the Site is an existing
single bay garage, which is used for vehicle maintenance. Several vehicles, truck trailers, shipping
containers, and various pieces of equipment are also stored at the Site. Lastly, the Owner utilizes the
eastern portion of the Site as an outdoor seasonal storage area where packaged topsoil is stored
prior to distribution and sale. Topsoil is stockpiled in sealed plastic bags on wooden pallets.
The primary natural heritage feature that is present in the vicinity of the Site is Huntley Creek and its
associated riparian corridor, which exists southeast of the Site. The area south of the Site includes
an adjacent commercial property. Carp Road and an adjacent residential home are located to the
west of the Site. The areas north and northeast of the Site include adjacent commercial/industrial
properties. The northern property line includes a sparse hedgerow, whereas a municipal ditch is
present northeast of the property.
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Description of Undertaking

As shown in the Proposed Site Plan (A1.0), the Owner proposes to continue utilizing the Site in the
operation of several related businesses including trucking/hauling, vehicle repair, street cleaning,
and topsoil storage and distribution. The Owner also proposes to relocate the existing single bay
garage to the southern part of the Site, while a new approximately 599 m2 three bay garage and
office building will be constructed in the northern part of the Site. A new septic system and drinking
water well will also be installed in the northern part of the Site, in order to provide services to the
new building. The old building will be un-serviced and will be used primarily for storage. All of the
new/relocated structures, including the Site services, will be constructed in areas that are currently
occupied by gravel pad. Parking will continue to be provided by unpaved gravel parking areas. The
Owner will also continue to utilize the eastern portion of the Site for outdoor seasonal product
storage, including the storage of sealed plastic bags of topsoil on wooden pallets.
The 2010 Site Plan Approval required a 15 m setback from the top of slope of Huntley Creek. At the
current time, the 15 m setback remains undeveloped and includes a manicured lawn with minimal
landscaping. The gravel pad within the developed portion of the Site has been extended to the limit
of the 15 m buffer.
As specified in Section 4.7.3 of the City of Ottawa Official Plan, current policy recommends that the
setback from Huntley Creek should be the greater of either 15 m from the top of slope or 30 m from
the normal high-water mark of the watercourse. Throughout the Site, the 30 m setback from the
normal high-water mark represents the greater of the two setbacks (as shown in the Proposed Site
Plan).
Due to the requirements of the 2010 Site Plan Approval, the existing developed area of the Site (e.g.
the gravel pad) includes portions of the 30 m setback from the normal high-water mark. It is
proposed that the existing developed area within the Site, which is defined by the existing limits of
the gravel pad, should be maintained, as this area was previously approved through the 2010 Site
Plan Approval. Areas within the 30 m setback from the normal high-water mark which are currently
occupied by the gravel pad will continue to be utilized for temporary storage of vehicles/equipment
in the southern part of the Site, and for outdoor seasonal product storage in the eastern part of the
Site (refer to the Proposed Site Plan). However, it is also proposed that all of the new and relocated
permanent structures will be located outside of the 30 m setback from the normal high-water mark
(including the relocated single bay garage, the new three bay garage and office building, the new
septic system, and the new drinking water well). Thereby, the developed portion of the 30 m setback
will only be used for parking and temporary storage, without any permanent structures.
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In order to ensure protection of Huntley Creek, it is proposed that the original 15 m setback from
the top of slope will be maintained. No development or temporary storage will be allowed to occur
within the 15 m setback from the top of slope, and this area will also be reforested in order to
restore the functionality of the setback (discussed below).
Lastly, stormwater management will be provided by an infiltration trench, which will surround the
perimeter of the Site on the developed side of the 15 m setback from the top of slope.

1.4

Agency Consultation

The City of Ottawa and Matt Craig of the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority (MVCA) were
contacted by Keith Riley of Argue Construction. An Information and Records Request was sent to the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (OMNRF) on August 15th, 2017, but a response
was not available by the time of report preparation. The OMNRF Information and Records Request
Response will be forwarded to the City upon receipt.
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METHODOLOGY

The presence of natural heritage features was assessed by completing the following:


Site surveys to describe vegetative communities;



Site surveys to assess the potential for habitat of species at risk (SAR), wetlands, fish habitat,
significant wildlife habitat features, and other significant habitat features to be present;



Examination of aerial imagery to evaluate landscape features;



Natural Heritage Information Center (NHIC) database review;



Submission of an Information and Records Request to the OMNRF;



Review of Official Plan designations; and



Review of background geotechnical information.

A site visit to identify vegetative communities and wildlife found within the Site was conducted by Dr.
McKinley on August 17th, 2017. Weather conditions during the site visit included summer conditions
with sunny skies and 25⁰C.
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DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS, IMPACTS, AND
MITIGATION

3.1

Geological Conditions

The Site has an elevation of approximately 117 m ASL at Carp Road. The Site is generally flat and
features a very gradual slope towards the east, reaching approximately 114 m ASL along the eastern
property line. Huntley Creek is found at an elevation of approximately 111 m ASL, with the slope
down to the watercourse being found primarily within the riparian corridor. The Site is shown to be
underlain with sandstone and dolomite of the March Formation, while the surface layer is shown to
be comprised of a combination of Paleozoic bedrock outcrops, glacial till, and marine clay deposits
(Schut and Wilson 1987).

3.2

Terrestrial Features

3.2.1 Description of Terrestrial Features
The majority of the Site is previously developed and is occupied by a gravel pad devoid of
vegetation. Site photographs are included in Appendix A and a list of plants observed within the Site
is included in Appendix B. The northern Site boundary includes a sparse hedgerow that is found
along the property line. The hedgerow includes a few mature American Elm, White Ash, Manitoba
Maple, Sugar Maple, Black Cherry and Basswood ranging in size from seedlings to approximately 40
cm diameter at breast height (dbh). The understory in the hedgerow includes Common Buckthorn,
Staghorn Sumac, Riverbank Grape and Wild Red Raspberry shrubs, as well as common weedy
species including Canada Goldenrod, Poison Ivy, Queen Anne’s Lace, Common Burdock, Chickory,
Rough Sunflower, Bird’s Foot Trefoil, Dandelion, and Tufted Vetch. A single mature Silver Maple is
found in the northeastern corner of the Site, within the 15 m setback from the top of slope. Refer to
Section 3.3.1 for a discussion of plant species found within the riparian corridor surrounding
Huntley Creek.

3.2.2 Tree Retention
As shown in the Proposed Site Plan (A1.0), the relocated single bay garage, the new three bay garage
and office building, the new septic system, and the new drinking water well will all be constructed
within areas of the Site that are currently occupied by gravel pad. Storage of topsoil in plastic bags
on wooden pallets will continue within the existing outdoor seasonal product storage area. As such,
the proposed development and ongoing usage of the Site will not necessitate any tree or vegetation
removal. All trees that are currently found around the margins of the Site are anticipated to be
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retained. As noted below in Section 3.3.3, the 15 m setback from the top of slope will also be
reforested.
New development activities are scheduled to occur within areas that are currently occupied by the
existing gravel pad. As such, trees found around the margins of the Site are not anticipated to be
significantly negatively impacted by the proposed development. Mitigation measures to protect
retained trees during adjacent construction and excavation work are included below:


Mark the edge of the work area to ensure only designated trees are removed/impacted.
Protect the critical root zone (CRZ) of retained trees, where the CRZ is established as being
10 cm from the trunk of a tree for every centimeter of trunk dbh. The CRZ is calculated as
dbh x 10 cm;



When excavation occurs close to the CRZ of trees to be retained, cut roots at the edge of the
CRZ. Ensure there is not root pulling or disturbance of the ground within the CRZ;



If roots must be cut, roots 20 mm or larger should be cut at right angles with clean, sharp
horticultural tools without tearing, crushing, or pulling;



Any exposed roots from retained trees should be kept wet during excavation, and then
covered over once work is complete;



Do not place any material or equipment within the CRZ of any tree;



Do not attach any signs, notices, or posters to any tree; and



Ensure that exhaust fumes from all equipment are directed away from any tree canopy.
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Huntley Creek

3.3.1 Description of Aquatic Habitat and Riparian Corridor
Huntley Creek is found southeast of the Site. The creek was surveyed only from the top of slope, but
appeared to have minimal areas of erosion and canopy cover was good in many areas. Large woody
debris was observed in the creek along with some boulder substrate. During the Site visit (August
17th, 2017), the watercourse was fully hydrated and flowing. Within the watercourse, aquatic
vegetation was well established in many areas and Common Cattail, Purple Loosestrife and Spotted
Joe Pye Weed were common adjacent to the channel along the bottom of the valley slope. Site
photographs are included in Appendix A and a list of plants observed within the Site is included in
Appendix B.
No signs of erosion were observed on the slope. The slope was well vegetated with Slender Willow
shrubs and groundcover that includes Chickory, Common Mugwort, Reed Canary Grass, Timothy,
Bird's Foot Trefoil, Common Burdock, Riverbank Grape, Virgin's Bower, Common Milkweed, Sow
Thistle, St. John's Wort, Tufted Vetch, Wild Mint, and Day Lily. Staghorn Sumac, Slender Willow and
Bebb's Willow shrubs, as well as regenerating stems of Manitoba Maple and White Ash up to 18cm
dbh, are common along the upper portions of the valley slope.
Portions of the 15 m setback from the top of slope currently consist of manicured lawn that extends
for a distance of 12 to 13 m from the top of slope. Vegetation within this area includes Bluegrass,
Common Dandelion, Bird's Foot Trefoil, Ox-eye Daisy, Red Clover, and Black Medic. A few deciduous
plantings are present within the setback, but many of these appear dead. Large armor stone has
been placed near the top of slope to prevent access down the slope.
A municipal ditch is present east of the Site. The municipal ditch is present beyond the property line
and appears to be an artificial feature constructed for stormwater storage and infiltration. The
municipal ditch is therefore not considered a significant natural feature.
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3.3.2 Huntley Creek Setbacks
The Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority (MVCA) regulatory mapping is included above. The
1:100 year Flood Plain is contained within the 15 m setback from the top of slope, and hence the
area that will be developed is outside the floodplain. Portions of the Site are within the meander belt
and the MVCA regulatory area.
The 2010 Site Plan Approval required a 15 m setback from the top of slope of Huntley Creek. At the
current time, the 15 m setback remains undeveloped and includes a manicured lawn with minimal
landscaping. The gravel pad within the developed portion of the Site has been extended to the limit
of the 15 m buffer.
As specified in Section 4.7.3 of the City of Ottawa Official Plan, current policy recommends that the
setback from Huntley Creek should be the greater of either 15 m from the top of slope or 30 m from
the normal high-water mark of the watercourse. Throughout the Site, the 30 m setback from the
normal high-water mark represents the greater of the two setbacks (as shown in the Proposed Site
Plan).
Due to the requirements of the 2010 Site Plan Approval, the existing developed area of the Site (e.g.
the gravel pad) includes portions of the 30 m setback from the normal high-water mark. It is
proposed that the existing developed area within the Site, which is defined by the existing limits of
the gravel pad, should be maintained, as this area was previously approved through the 2010 Site
Plan Approval. Areas within the 30 m setback from the normal high-water mark which are currently
occupied by the gravel pad will continue to be utilized for temporary storage of vehicles/equipment
in the southern part of the Site, and for outdoor seasonal product storage in the eastern part of the
Site (refer to the Proposed Site Plan). However, it is also proposed that all of the new and relocated
permanent structures will be located outside of the 30 m setback from the normal high-water mark
(including the relocated single bay garage, the new three bay garage and office building, the new
septic system, and the new drinking water well). Thereby, the developed portion of the 30 m setback
will only be used for parking and temporary storage, without any permanent structures.
In order to ensure protection of Huntley Creek, it is proposed that the original 15 m setback from
the top of slope will be maintained. No development or temporary storage will be allowed to occur
within the 15 m setback from the top of slope. The purpose of this setback is to provide a riparian
corridor of vegetated habitat which serves to slow, absorb and filter overland water flow, prevent
erosion, and stabilize the bank. The riparian corridor also provides habitat for wildlife. As discussed
below in Section 3.3.3, the Owner proposes to reforest the 15 m setback from the top of slope in
order to enhance the riparian habitat.
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Utilizing the 15 m setback from the top of slope represents a reduction in the total setback distance,
compared to the 30 m setback from the high-water mark. The City of Ottawa Official Plan Policy 4.7.3
identifies four (4) items that are to be addressed in cases of reduced watercourse setbacks. These
include:
A. Slope and Bank Stability: As discussed in Section 3.3.1, no evidence of erosion was noted on
the slope. The slope is not overly steep and no bank stability issues were noted.
Reforestation of the 15 m setback from the top of slope will help to stabilize the slope and
prevent future erosion.
B. Natural Vegetation and Ecological Functions in the Setback Area: Vegetation within the
existing setback is discussed above in Section 3.3.1. As noted above, the existing setback
includes a relatively limited area of natural riparian vegetation. The existing riparian
vegetation will be enhanced and expanded by reforesting the 15 m setback from the top of
slope.
C. The Nature of the Abutting Waterbody and the Presence of the Floodplain: MVCA
mapping shows that the 1:100 year floodplain is contained within the 15 m setback from the
top of slope. Therefore, no development is proposed within the floodplain.
D. No Negative Impacts on Fish Habitat: Huntley Creek provides fish habitat. Mitigation to
protect Huntley Creek is described below and will include placing all permanent structures
outside of the 30 m setback from the high-water mark and reforesting the 15 m setback
from the top of slope.

3.3.3 Reforestation of Riparian Corridor
The Owner proposes to reforest the 15 m setback from the top of slope. Native trees sourced from
local seed stock will be planted in high density to encourage forest regrowth, and mowing beyond
the edge of the 15 m setback from the top of slope will be ceased in future, in order to allow a
natural understory to develop. A detailed Landscaping Plan will be developed to provide further
detail on the species of trees to be used and specifications regarding the planting requirements.
Native trees to be planted can include riparian species typically found within the Ottawa area.
Replanting of native Ash trees should be avoided, due to the high likelihood that any planted Ash will
become infested with the invasive Emerald Ash Borer.

3.3.4 Stormwater Management
The proposed development plan is not anticipated to significantly alter the amount of stormwater
runoff generated from the Site, as the majority of the Site already consists of a gravel pad. As noted
above, the development plan will not require paving of the gravel pad, and the only new hard
surface that is anticipated to be created will be the roof of the new three bay garage and office
building. The existing single bay garage will be relocated, and hence won’t contribute to any change
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in the overall extent of hard surfaces. The new three bay garage and office building is proposed to
be built in the northern part of the Site, well outside of the 30 m setback from the high-water mark
of Huntley Creek. Stormwater runoff from the new building would have ample opportunity to
infiltrate within the gravel pad and the reforested 15 m setback from the top of slope, prior to
reaching Huntley Creek. To aid in management of existing stormwater runoff from the Site, it is
proposed that a new infiltration trench will be constructed. The new infiltration trench will surround
the perimeter of the Site on the developed side of the 15 m setback from the top of slope.

3.3.5 Construction and Operational Mitigation
New building construction and relocation is anticipated to occur outside of the 30 m setback from
the high-water mark of Huntley Creek, within areas of the Site that are occupied by the existing
gravel pad. As such, sediment and erosion are not considered a significant concern for the proposed
new building construction and relocation. However, sediment and erosion may be a concern during
earth-works associated with the reforestation of the 15 m setback from the top of slope. During the
reforestation project, toed-in silt fencing should be placed along the edge of the existing vegetated
area, in order to protect Huntley Creek from sediment and erosion. The silt fencing should remain in
place until the new plantings/topsoil are stabilized.
During the future operation of the Site, all equipment refueling, washing, greasing, and maintenance
should be undertaken outside of the 30 m setback from the high-water mark. Storage and usage of
all chemicals and fuels should also be undertaken outside of the 30 m setback from the high-water
mark. This will reduce the likelihood that Huntley Creek may be negatively impacted by the use of
deleterious substances within the Site.
A Spills Response Plan should also be developed and maintained at the Site, in order to address the
potential release and/or spill of deleterious substances.
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Adjacent Lands and Significant Features

The only significant natural heritage feature found in the vicinity of the Site is Huntley Creek, which is
discussed above. All other immediately adjacent areas consist of existing developed residential and
commercial properties.

3.5

Wildlife and Significant Wildlife Habitat

3.5.1 Wildlife Observations
No wildlife was observed within the existing developed portion of the Site. Wildlife observed within
the Huntley Creek riparian corridor included only common species that are typically found within
suburban and urban areas. Species observed included American Goldfinch, Song Sparrow, European
Starling, Grey Catbird, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, American Robin, Eastern Phoebe, and
American Crow. No stick nests, migratory bird stopover points, heron rookeries, reptile hibernacula,
caves, bedrock fissures, wetlands or any other features which may qualify as Significant Wildlife
Habitat (SWH) were noted within the Site (OMNRF 2014a). Huntley Creek likely provides fish habitat.

3.5.2 Wildlife Mitigation Measures
General mitigation measures for wildlife during construction are summarized here. These
recommendations include provisions from the City of Ottawa (2015) Protocol for Wildlife Protection
During Construction:


Pre-Stressing: No tree removal is anticipated, and therefore pre-stressing prior to tree
removal is not required;



Tree Clearing Direction: There are no forested areas within the Site, and so a direction of
tree clearing is not required;



Temporary Fencing: The toed in silt fencing that will be required to protect Huntley Creek
during the reforestation project (described above in Section 3.3.5) will also help to reduce
the likelihood of turtles, frogs, snakes, mammals and other wildlife from entering the work
area from Huntley Creek;



Inspections: The fencing and work area will be inspected prior to commencement of work
to ensure that the arrangement will reduce the likelihood of wildlife entering the work area.
Any wildlife or significant wildlife habitat features that are encountered will be identified
and marked;



Sweeps: No vegetation removal is anticipated, and therefore pre-clearing vegetative sweeps
are not required;



SAR Encounters: If Species at Risk (SAR) are encountered in the work area, construction in
the vicinity must be stopped immediately and measures must be taken to ensure the SAR is
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not harmed. The project biologist and the OMNRF must be contacted to discuss how to
proceed prior to recommencement of work;
General Provisions: General provisions for the management of the work area include the



following:
o

Do not harm, feed, or unnecessarily harass wildlife;

o

Drive slowly and avoid hitting wildlife;

o

Keep work area tidy and free of garbage and food wastes. Secure all garbage in
appropriate sealed containers;

o

Ensure proper drainage so that standing water does not accumulate in the work
area. This will reduce the likelihood that turtles and other wildlife may enter the
work area;

o

Any stockpiles should be properly secured with silt fencing to prevent wildlife from
accessing areas of loose fill; and

Timing Windows: If required, tree clearing must be undertaken outside of the core



migratory bird breeding season of April 15th to August 15th each year in order to avoid
impacting the nests of migratory birds.

3.6

Species at Risk

The Natural History Information Center (NHIC) records for the nine (9) grids that include and
surround the Site were reviewed (OMNRF 2017). This included an area 3 km x 3 km in size and all
published species at risk (SAR) records were noted. An Information and Records Request was sent to
the OMNRF, however, no response was received by the time of report preparation. The OMNRF
Information and Records Request Response will be forwarded to the City upon receipt.
In general, the absence of natural vegetative areas within the majority of the Site and surrounding
area limits the potential for SAR to be present. As discussed above, the only significant natural
feature in the vicinity of the Site is Huntley Creek. Therefore, the only SAR which have the potential
to be found in the area are those which could occur within the relatively limited corridor of riparian
habitat around the creek. Species typically associated with agricultural landscapes, meadow, forest,
and wetlands are unlikely to be found within the vicinity of the Site, due to the absence of suitable
habitat. The potential for the following species to be found in the vicinity of the Site is discussed
below:


Eastern Whip Poor Will (threatened);



Butternut Trees (endangered);



Blanding’s Turtle (threatened); and



Snapping Turtle (special concern).

613-620-2255
mckinleyenvironmental@gmail.com

www.mckinleyenvironmental.com

Environmental Impact Statement
2688 Carp Road – Site Plan Application
August 2017


17

Eastern Whip Poor Will: The only NHIC records for SAR in the vicinity of the Site included
records for Eastern Whip Poor Will (threatened) from 2002. The General Habitat Description
for the Eastern Whip Poor Will (OMNRF 2014b) describes Eastern Whip Poor Will breeding
habitat as “…open and half treed areas (which) often exhibit a scattered distribution of treed
and open space…” Suitable breeding habitats generally consist of a ‘mosaic’ of open, half
treed, and closed canopy conditions (Garlapow 2007). The absence of forest cover within the
Site and the surrounding area suggests that it is unlikely that Eastern Whip Poor Will would
be found within or adjacent to the Site.



Butternut Trees: Butternut Trees (endangered) may be found within many treed Sites
throughout the Ottawa area. However, no Butternut Trees were noted during the Site visit.



Blanding’s Turtle: Blanding’s Turtle (threatened) may be found in a variety of wetland and
watercourse habitats, however, they rely on core wetland habitats for the majority of their
life cycle (SARO 2017). The General Habitat Description for Blanding’s Turtle recognizes
watercourses as potential Category 2 habitat for Blanding’s Turtle, if they occur within 2 km
of a known occurrence (OMNRF 2014c). No records for Blanding’s Turtle were noted within
the NHIC search area surrounding the Site (OMNRF 2017). Blanding’s Turtle are known to
occur in areas of Kanata and Stittsville associated with the Kizell Provincially Significant
Wetland Complex (3.1 km from the Site), the South March Highlands Provincially Significant
Wetland Complex (3.3 km from the Site), the Carp River (3 km from the Site), and the
Stittsville Provincially Significant Wetland Complex (3.1 km from the Site). Each of these
major wetland areas is greater than 2 km from the Site, and hence are too distant to qualify
the portion of Huntley Creek that is found adjacent to the Site as Category 2 habitat.
Although Huntley Creek could theoretically provide habitat for Blanding’s Turtle, the
watercourse provides relatively limited habitat, and core wetland habitat would have to exist
in the vicinity for there to be a high likelihood of Blanding’s Turtle residing in the area. There
are no significant wetland features within the vicinity of the Site, and so it is unlikely that
Blanding’s Turtles would occur in the area. As described above in Section 3.3, the
development proposal will not involve the removal of any natural habitat areas, and
reforestation of the 15 m setback from the top of slope will enhance the riparian corridor
compared to existing conditions. The project will therefore result in an overall improvement
to the riparian corridor around Huntley Creek, and no areas which could (theoretically)
qualify as Blanding’s Turtle habitat will be negatively impacted. As such, Blanding’s Turtle are
unlikely to be a significant concern for the proposed development.



Snapping Turtle: Snapping Turtle (special concern) may be found in a variety of wetland and
watercourse habitats, and could potential be found within Huntley Creek. Snapping Turtle
are a species of special concern, and hence their habitat is not regulated under the Ontario
Endangered Species Act. The placement of silt fencing around the edge of the reforestation
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area at the construction stage will mitigate the risk that Snapping Turtle may enter the Site
during construction.
In summary, no evidence of SAR or their habitat was noted within the Site. No significant SAR
concerns were noted for the proposed development.

3.7

Linkages

The Site does not connect between any two (2) adjacent natural areas, and as such, is unlikely to
provide a corridor for wildlife movement. Wildlife may follow the riparian corridor along Huntley
Creek, but are unlikely to traverse the developed portion of the Site. As discussed above, the riparian
corridor along Huntley Creek will be enhanced through the reforestation project.
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CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

Cumulative effects were considered in the design of the mitigation measures outlined above in
Section 3.0. As described above, the proposed project will not involve the removal of any existing
natural features, and hence the project is not expected to contribute to the cumulative loss of
natural habitats.

5.0

MONITORING

Construction stage monitoring requirements are outlined in Section 3.5.2 (above). No post
construction monitoring is required.
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Site Photographs
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Photograph 1 – Looking northeast from the Site entrance – note the majority of the Site is dominated
by a gravel pad (August 17th, 2017).

Photograph 2 – Looking north at the existing single bay garage. This building will be relocated (August
17th, 2017).
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Photograph 3 – Looking south at the approximate location for the relocated single bay garage (August
17th, 2017).

Photograph 4 – Looking north at the approximate location for the new three bay garage and office
building (August 17th, 2017).
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Photograph 5 – Looking northeast along the northern property line (August 17th, 2017).

Photograph 6 – Looking northeast at the outdoor seasonal product storage area (August 17th, 2017).
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Photograph 7 – Looking southeast along the eastern property line. Topsoil bags stacked on pallets
are shown in the outdoor seasonal product storage area (August 17th, 2017).

Photograph 8 – Looking southwest along the southern Site boundary. Planted trees and manicured
lawn are shown within the Huntley Creek buffer (August 17th, 2017).
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Photograph 9 – Looking northeast along the southern part of the Site. Planted trees and manicured
lawn are shown within the Huntley Creek buffer (August 17th, 2017).

Photograph 10 – Looking west at Huntley Creek with the vegetated slope shown (August 17th, 2017).
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APPENDIX B
Plant List
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TABLE A: VEGETATION
Brunton Significance
Common Name

Scientific Name

Provincial

Ranking for the City

S rank

of Ottawa (Brunton,

Vegetation Type

2005)
Common Cattail

Typha latifolia

S5

Reed Canary Grass

Phalaris arundinacea

SE5

Common

Aquatic

Common (locally
abundant

Grass

introduction)
Timothy

Phleum pratense

Meadow grass sp.

Poa sp.

Common Ragweed

Ambrosia artemisiifolia

Common Burdock

SNA

Common

Grass

Common

Grass

S5

Common

Herbaceous

Arctium minus

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

Mugwort

Artemisia vulgaris

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

Common Milkweed

Asclepias syriaca

S5

Common

Herbaceous

Chickory

Cichorium intybus

S5

Common

Herbaceous

Queen Anne's Lace

Daucus carota

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

Spotted Joe Pye Weed

Eutrochium maculatum

S5

Common

Herbaceous

Rough Sunflower

Helianthus divaricatus

S5

Common

Herbaceous

Day Lily

Hemerocallis fulva

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

Common St. John's-wort

Hypericum perforatum

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

Spotted Touch Me Not

Impatiens capensis

S5

Common

Herbaceous

Ox-eye Daisy

Leucanthemum vulgare

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

Bird's-foot Trefoil

Lotus corniculatus

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

Purple Loosestrife

Lythrum salicaria

SNA

Common (invasive)

Herbaceous

Black Medic

Medicago lupulina

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

Wild Mint

Mentha canadensis

S5

Common

Herbaceous

Canada Goldenrod

Solidago canadensis

S5

Common

Herbaceous

Sow Thistle

Sonchus arvensis

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

Dandelion

Taraxacum officinale

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

Poison Ivy

Toxicodendron rydbergii

S5

Common

Herbaceous

Red Clover

Trifolium pratense

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

White Clover

Trifolium repens

SNA

Common

Herbaceous

Red Trillium

Trillium erectum

S5

Common

Herbaceous

Tufted Vetch

Vicia Cracca

SNA

Common

Common Buckthorn

Rhamnus cathartica

SNA

Wild Red Raspberry

Rubus idaeus

S5

Common

Shrub

Bebb's Willow

Salix bebbiana

S5

Common

Shrub

Slender Willow

Salix petiolaris

S5

Common

Shrub

Manitoba Maple

Acer negundo

S5

Common

Tree

Silver Maple

Acer saccharinum

S5

Common

Tree

Sugar Maple

Acer saccharum

S5

Common

Tree

White Ash

Fraxinus americana

S5

Common

Tree

Black Cherry

Prunus serotina

S5

Common

Tree

Bur Oak

Quercus macrocarpa

S5

Common

Tree

Staghorn Sumac

Rhus hirta

S5

Common

Tree

American Basswood

Tilia americana

S5

Common

Tree

American or White Elm

Ulmus americana

S5

Common

Tree

Virgins' Bower

Clematis Virginiana

S5

Common

Vine

Virginia Creeper

Parthenocissus vitacea

S5

Common

Vine

Riverbank Grape

Vitis riparia

S5

Common

Vine

Common (aggressive
invasive)

Provincial ranks (assigned by NHIC)

S5 = Very common within the province with > 1000 occurences, populations or records
S4 = Common within the province with 21 - 1000 occurences, populations or records
S3 = Rare within the province with 6 - 20 occurences, populations or records
SNA = Ranking not available
SE5 = Very common exotic with > 1000 occurences, populations or records within the province
S? = Unranked, or if followed by a ranking, temporarily assigned (eg. S4?)

Herbaceous
Shrub

